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MAYOR'S ADDRESS
and

ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE

SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT
OF THE

CITY OF AUGUSTA,
FOE THE

MUNICIPAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 13,

1886,

AND REPORT OF THE

DIRECTORS OF THE VILLAGE DISTRICT,

AUGUSTA:
MAINE FARMER JOB PRINT.

1886.

CITY OF

AUGUSTA.

I N BOAHD OF ALDERMEN,.

March 5th, 1886.
ORDERED, That the Committee on Printing be and hereby are
authorized and directed to contract with some responsible party] o r
parties, to print the Annual Reports and Address of the M a y o r ,
1886, in such number as they may deem ne.essary.
Read and passed.
ArrESr:
H. F . B L A N C H A R D , City Clerk,

MAYOR'S ADDRESS.

Gentlemen

of the City

Council:

T o us has been assigned the duty of administering the affairs of this
goodly city for the ensuing municipal year, and agreeably to a provision
of t h e city charter, my first duty is to communicate to you any recommendations touching the welfare and interests of the city which I may have to
m a k e . I desire at the outset, to thank my fellow citizens for this mark of
their approbation as indicated by their selection of me as the chief executive officer of the city fur the coming year. While 1 realize how small an
experience I have had in these matters, yet my purpose is to perform faithfully an 1 economically the duties pertaining to this office. 1 am gratified
to see before me, as members of these co-ordinate branches of the City
Government, so large a proportion of young m e n ; and while we are lacking the experience of many of our predecessors, yet the very large majorities by which you have been elected to these places, is indicative of an unusual degree of confidence reposed in you by your constituents, and from
a long, personal acquaintance with nearly every member, I feel sure that
y o u r course the coming year will demonstrate the wisdom of their selection. I shall rely largely on your judgment, and in all matters coming before us, I shall cooperate with you in every measure, looking to the city's
present and future welfare. I would reaffirm what Mayor Weeks so well
said last year, that at this time we should put aside any feeling of partisanship we may have, remembering that we are the servants of the whole
people, selected by them to collect their revenues and disburse them for
their benefit, and that they not only expect, but should receive an impartial and unselfish service. The past year, though one of depression and
stagnation in business circles generally, ha;- been. I think, one of average
prosperity to the city of Augusta. Our business people have met no
serious financial reverses, and we have enjoyed comparative immunity from
•fire, flood and wasting disease, as well as the serious conflicts between capital and labor, so common of late in many of our sister cities, entailing not
only many hardships, but engendering unkindly feelings between the employer and the employed, both of which elements are equally essential in
developing our resources and the uiaintainance of peace, plenty and happiness in our city.
Xearly three years have elapsed since we, as a city, decided to make some
concessions to the company operating our water power in the way of a reduction of their taxable valuation. At that time many of our best citizens
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believed it to be an unwise course to pursue, b u t in this short time this corporation have built the large new mill, filled it with machinery, t h u s increasing the capacity of their works one-third, and when in full operation,
giving employment to nearly or quite double the hands previously employed, and in all their operations have expended not less than .$S00,OO0,
beside the original cost of their plant, and this great amount has largely
gone into the hands of our laboring men and mechanics, and by them been
distributed into all the avenues of trade and business, thus benefitting
directly and indirectly the whole community, and all this in view of the
fact that the time covered has been one of unusual depression a m o n g manufacturers ot all kinds of textile fabrics, so much so, in fact, that many
large corporations have shut down altogether, rather than pile up goods
for which there was no profitable market. I understand the E d w a r d s
Company contemplate the further development of their large property here,
a t an early day, and I think it would be difficult to find the citizen who
would to-day question the wisdom of the city in its effort to develop this
great Water Power in our midst, and I believe, as a city, it should be our
policy to deal liberally witli all parties endeavoring to build up or inaugurate small industrial enterprises, for in no way are we so surely fortifying
ourselves against the periodical inroads of hard times, which a r e a s sure to
come as are the seasons. As a municipality, I believe we have abundant
reason to congratulate ourselves on the prospect of future g r o w t h in wealth
and population, and cause to return our thanks to Him, who has so bountifully blessed our industries, our homes and our charities, and who bestows
upon each and all of us his loving kindness and his tender mercies.

FINANCES.

I give you briefly the standing of the city's finances as taken from the
books of the T r e a s u r e r :
LIABILITIES.

5 per cent, bonds of 1864
Sprague loan, 0 per cent, bonds
6 per cent, bonds of 1875
Due .St. Mark's Home
Due Lithgow Library
Temporary loans
Due School Districts
Interest due (coupons)
Total liabilities

88 100
202,800
85,000
7,000
20,000
0.000
§07
4 (j2§

00
00
00
00
00
00
94
50

$337,350 44
RESOURCES.

Uncollected taxes
Cash on hand
T a x deeds

«•]§ _jgr) §5
2 598 44
j ' ™ 29
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Uncollected taxes of 1876, and interest on s a m e . .
D u e from State for a r m o r y
Real estate, gravel bank
Due from county, (costs)
Total
Net amount of debt

245
50
1,500
300

10
00
00
00

$24,844 74
$312,551 70

Of course these figures do not include outstanding bills against the city
not yet presented, which I hope will not exceed $4,000, and this sum, if
correct, added to above named balance, would give the exact standing of
the city at this time.
Of the 5 per cent, loan of 1864, $4,100 of it becomes due in J u l y next,
and though this is a larger sum than we have paid in any one year, yet I
think we should make an appropriation to meet this extra demand, and if
possible, save enough in some other direction to offset the difference. T h e
balance of this same loan, $4,000, matures in J u l y , 1887. On F e b r u a r y
15th, 1887, which comes in the present municipal year, the Sprague bonds,
amounting to $202,800, will mature, and upon us will devolve the duty of
refunding this large loan. The last Legislature passed the following law
for this p u r p o s e :
'•To meet its bonds now outstanding and maturing in the year 1887, the
city of Augusta is authorized to issue bonds not exceeding $206,200, in
amount payable at a period or periods not exceeding 30 years after the
date thereof, and bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 4 per cent, per
annum, pa3 r able semi-annually. Said bonds shall be issued under the seal
of the city, and shall be signed by the Mayor, and countersigned by the
City T r e a s u r e r . "
There can be but little doubt but this loan can be refunded at less than 4
per cent., aud possibly at 3,l<> per cent., and this, I believe, we should t r y
to do, and if successful, would make a saving in our interest account of
$5,070 annually- And this amount, if applied every year to the reduction
of the principal, together with the usual sum raised every year for this
purpose, ($2,000) would enable us to rid ourselves of this great indebtedness which has been hanging over us for so many years, and that without
increasing our rate of taxation. Any policy looking to a perpetuation of
this indebtedness, even at a low rate of interest, I believe should not be
sanctioned by us.
SCHOOLS.

First of all the departments in importance, are our public schools; first,
because about one-fourth of our entire population are scholars, and second,
because we spend more money annually, in this department, than in any
other. I feel sure you will agree with me t h a t we should relax none of our
interest in this matter of schools, and we should see to it t h a t in our hands
their usefulness and vigor are unimpaired. The right and proper education
of our youth is but the fitting of those who are to soon succeed us in the
duties and responsibilities of citizenship. Of the excellent standing of our
City High School, as well as the schools in the village and Williams Dis-
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trict, I shall say nothing, as their character i.» known and lead of all men.
The reports of their Directors will soon lie before you, and they need no
•comment from me.
For a long time it has been my belief, derived from a casual observation
•of the working- of the district system, as well as a careful reading of the
annual report of our .School Supervisor, that our schools located in the
suburban districts were not up in efficiency to the standard they should be
in a city with the wealth and intelligence of Augusta. In fact, I think
they are but little, if any, superior to the common schools of the back
towns. Xmv this should not be. Our farmers are annually paying into
our < ity Treasury, a larger amount for taxes in proportion to their ability,
t h a n any other class in the community, and certainly they are entitled to
better school privileges than they now enjoy. I think the Supervisor will
recommend the consolidation of some of the smaller districts this year,
and ultimately the abolishing of the entire district system, and this latter
course, so far as the rural schools are concerned, I have no doubt would
be a wise one to p u r s u e ; but whether the Village and Williams Districts,
having expended large sums for school buildings, would favor this change,
I am not So certain. As I understand it, you have the power to abolish
the whole district system, and substitute for it city control of all t h e
schools by a school committee appointed by the city government and responsible to it.
lithgow

library.

In connection with this subject of schools, it seems proper to say a word
in relation to the Lithgow Library, which so well supplements school work.
Under its present able Board of Trustees, it has gone on making additions
to its volumes of all the new and desirable books published, and the number of our people who have availed themselves of its privileges has been
rapidly enlarging, and the educational advantages of this noble institution
it is impossible to compute. The name of its generous benefactor will be
remembered and cherished for long generations yet to come. But a few
years can, at most, elapse, until the library will have o u t g r o w n its present
accommodations, and I have often heard the wish expressed t h a t some of
our public spirited citizens would appreciate this want, and in answer to it,
make such a response as would give this grand instrumentality' for good
such a permanent home as to entitle the donor to the lasting gratitude of
the cultivated people of Augusta, for all time. During the year, the case
of Executors of L. W. Lithgow's estate vs. the city, h a v i n g been decided,
the executors have turned over to the city the sum of §7,532.38, and this
amount has been paid into the treasury of the Library Association, and in
addition to this sum, there has come into the hands of the city, from the same
source, the undivided half of a large amount of real estate, mostly located
on the east side of the river in this city. This property, when disposed of,
also goes to the Library fund, and under an order of the last city government, the Mayor. City Solicitor and Chairman of Assessors, were appointed
a committee to sell any part of this real estate, and §000 worth has already
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b e e n disposed of. The character of the buildings included in this prope r t y is such that a large expenditure for repairs is necessary, so that while
t h e property is worth quite a large sum, still it pays but .. small income,
a n d I submit it to you to determine whether or not a sale of the property
at as early a day as possible, would not lie best for the Library. 1 should
t h i n k it would be best to confer with the Trustees of the Library before
t a k i n g any action.
HIGHWAYS.

P e r h a p s no department of the city of which we arc about to assuine
c h a r g e , so fully interests all our people as that of highways, for we arc all
o b l i g e d to use our streets and sidewalks to a greater or less extent, and it.
would seem that our tax payers are more sensitive on the question of their
p r o p e r care, than perhaps in any other of the numerous trust-; that to-day
w e enter upon. Consequently to this department, I especially call your
attention, and ask that you give it more than usual consideration. I supp o s e that without question, we have 21)1) miles of streets and sidewalks
within the city limits, and there is annually appropriated about isS.000 for
•their maintainance, or $40 per mile, on the average. Now when we consider the very broken and hill}' condition of the country ill which our city
i s located, it is no wonder to ine that often we are unable to keep our streets
i n t h e condition they should be with the amount of money available for the
purpose. Our tax-payers, beyond doubt, are willing to pay whatever is
necessary to give thein comparatively comfortable and safe walks and
r o a d s , but they look to us to see that their money is not wasted. As you
a r e a w a r e , this branch of city affairs is in charge of two commissioners
e l e c t e d by you. and accountable to you, and all their vouchers pass through
y o u r hands, and in this way are, to quite an extent, under our control.
T h e commissioners are obliged, because of the large extent of territory over
which the} - have charge, to delegate a part of their powers to surveyors in
t h e outside districts, and these powers are doubtless sometimes wrongfully
•exercised, and the city sometimes fails to receive its full equivalent for all
m o n e y s expended. Let us each feel a personal responsibility in this matt e r this year, and not order the subordinate officers of this department to
d o a larger amount of work than their respective appropriations will warr a n t , and then expect them to keep within those amounts. The Monument
P a r k has been in charge of the commissioner for the Western District, and
w h a t e v e r work has been done there has been paid for out of the highway
appropriation. As this is the only pleasure ground of any kind we have in
t h e city, I would submit it to you, whether our people would not approve
a small outlay for further beautifying this already sightly spot.

WATER

WORKS.

As a city, we have always depended, to a great extent, upon wells and
•cisterns for water to be used for household and general purposes, together
•with what has been supplied by our two water companies on a few streets.
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The gradual building up of the suburban parts of the city has rendered it
a question of but a few years, when the wells and cisterns, with the great
liability of their waters being contaminated, and thus spreading disease
and contagion among our people, must give way to some system, whereby
we shall have an ample supply of pure water at a minimum of cost. I t
has been the complaint in years past, of one of the Water Companies at
least, that their efforts to extend more generally their mains have not met
with any encouragement from former city governments, and whether this
is by reason of „ belief that the source of supply of this company was inadequate or not, I am not prepared to say. I understand through the public press, that the franchise of the Augusta or Johnson Water Company,
has been purchased by a number of local and outside capitalists, and it isproposed, at no distant day, if suflicient encouragement is given, to start a
system of water works that will furnish an abundant supply of the best
obtainable water on all our streets and at reasonable rates. In my opinion,
it would not be good policy for us as a city, with our present debt, to embark in any enterprise that would increase this debt, or add an iota of extra
burden to our already over-taxed people, but if some arrangement can be
made looking to the doing away with our present system of reservoirs and
the cutting down of the expense of running the Fire Department, by substituting hydrants with suflicient head of water to attach hose without
using the steamers, it might be practicable. I know nothing, scarcely, of
the purposes of the water company. Nearly every city in the State has a
system of water works as well as many of the larger towns, and before
coming to any final conclusion, I presume this or an5r succeeding city government would investigate fully the subject, by ascertaining how they had
been brought about, their cost, etc., in our neighboring municipalities.
SEWERAGE.

In this department, while quite a large amount of money has been
expended in the past, and a good beginning made, still judging from the
numerous petitions annually presented to these Boards for sewers in various
places, this branch of permanent improvements is but in its infancy, and
much remains to be accomplished in the future. Here. too. we are hampered by our fin mcial condition, and must, of necessity, make our expenditures in this direction as light as possible, consistent with the best interests of our whole people, taking into consideration, of course, the danger
to health and life of imperfect drainage. The outgoing city government
has made commendable progress in this department. A large and permanent iron sewer, sixteen inches in diameter, has been laid from the top of
Winthrop Hill down to the R. R. crossing, there connecting with a sewer
previously built. This has been done at an expense of about $435, the
abutters paying the balance of the cost, and this can eventually be extended up Winthrop street and be made the center of a large number of
side drains, capable of draining the large flat bounded by State, Chestnut,
Winthrop and Bridge streets. Also a large piece of granite sewer has been.
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built, r u n n i n g across the Dr. Webster lot from State street, and connecting
with t h e city sewer on Grove street, at a total cost of $576.65, the abutters
p a y i n g $297.50, leaving the net cost to the city of $279.15. There is already
a sewer r u n n i n g from some point on Sewall street, down across Melville to
Chapel street, and there e m p t y i n g into an open surface drain extending
down to State street, and connecting with the drain just mentioned as having been built the past year on Dr. Webster's lot. A very large amount of
waste matter is deposited in this open drain and makes it a nuisance. At
some seasons of the year an intolerable stench arises from it. I think
in this matter of sewers it is not the proper way to begin at the w r o n g
end and allow the tilth of one section to be deposited in the door yards of
any other section.
I presume t h a t in other parts of the city the call for expenditures in this
direction may be equally imperative. You will doubtless, in due season,
take the whole matter into consideration and give it the attention its importance demands. It has been the practice, the past year, of asking
abutters on these sewers to contribute a p a r t of the expense, provided the
city paid the balance. There is a seemingfinjustiee in^this, inasmuch as
previous sewers have been built wholly at the city's expense, but in this
w a y much has been accomplished, t h a t with our limited means would not
otherwise have been attempted, and you will probably be called upon to
decide if this is not the best course under all the circumstances to pursue.

P O L I C E D E P A R T M E N T AND T E M P E R A N C E .

In no one of the city departments are our officials so closely watched as
in this, and we can hardly step upon our business street without hearing a
complaint, either criticising the officers for doing their duty or blaming
them for a failure to do it in any particular, and the positions of City Marshal and police officers are a n y t h i n g but enviable ones, notwithstanding they
do so much of faithful and efficient service. Many of our citizens believe
that all our municipal affairs should be conducted independently of party
politics, and while I do not purpose at this time to discuss that question,
still there is no doubt, in my mind, that until the tenure of office of the
Marshal and his officers are more certain, and not dependent upon the turn
of a political election, shall we get the best service in this department. So
a p p a r e n t is this, especially as it relates to the enforcement of the liquor
laws, that nearly all the leading cities in New England have
adopted civil service rules in this branch of their affairs, that is to get the
best men, regardless of their political affiliations, and then retain them so
long as they do their full d u t y , and I fully believe that until this department is relieved of all political pressure, it will not accomplish its full possibilities. You will soon have the report of the Marshal showing the work
of himself and his officers in detail. From it you will doubtless notice
that most of the crimes committed are by persons under the influence of
strong drink, and the same cause can be seen in a large majority of cases
of those who a p p l y to the poor department for aid.
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So long as tlHwe two controlling influences in the human race, appetite
and love of gain, exist, so long, doubtless, will intoxicating liquors be sold
and drank, hut certainly no M e w l of humanity can observe the rapid increase of intemperance among our young men without the gravest a p p r e hensions for the future. It would seem as though there was l a w enough
upon the stature books if it could be enforced, to check this great evil. As
I understand it, an officer has no more discretion about enforcing this law
than anv other, and I cannot imagine what excuse one could give for failing to do so. This matter N largely in your hands, as you alone have the
power to select the officers and to remove them for failure to c a r r y out
your wishes. To be successful in doing -what the people expect at y o u r
hands in this matter, you will need the earnest and continued support of
the moral, religious and law-abiding force's of the community, which I invoke in behalf of good government. With their aid I believe something
can be accomplished in checking this great tide of intemperance which is
sweeping over this city, and in restoring some who are now spending their
lives in misery and degration to ones of sobriety and virtue. Since the
25th of last March, the City Marshal and Municipal J u d g e have received
i salary for their services instead of fees, as formerly, and all fees have
been returned to the City Treasurer. Up to J a n . 1st, t h e r e h a d been received from this source, $1127.49, and there is remaining due since that
date, abouttfHOO,so that these two offices will cost the city less than $000,
and by the change the county has been saved $1500

Pooit

DEPARTMENT.

The number of families helped by this d e p a r t m e n t outside the alms
house, has been eighty-live, while at Mie alms house fifty persons have been
inmates, witli .. daily average of t h i r t y . At the Insane Asylum, Industrial School and State Reform school, some seventeen persons have been
cared for at the expense of the city. E v e r y impulse of humanity impels
us to render to those persons among us, who by misfortune or otherwise,
have become unable to support themselves, such aid as may be necessary
to keep them comfortable. Still in this d e p a r t m e n t our overseers are liable
to be imposed upon by persons who would rather live upon the city's charity, than to exert themselves sufficiently to earn an honest livelihood, and
for the small pay received by the overseers it is a question whether they
can afford to devote time enough to the city's business to always be sure
they are not imposed upon. The recent c h a n g e in our ordinances, electing
these officers for a term of three years, is a step in the right direction, for
it is largely the same persons, year after year, who are the recipients of
the city's help, hence a knowledge gained by a few y e a r s ' experience in the
Board of Overseers, is of great benefit in determining many questions constantly arising as to the city's liability in certain classes of paupers as
well as the good faith of persons a p p l y i n g for assistance. I would suggest whether or not the placing of all bills of this department on our
monthly roll of accounts, might not tend to give a wider knowledge of t h e
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needs of this branch of our work to the dift'ereut ineinbers of these two
Boards, and so, in a measure, to restrain those who might otherwise make
unnecessary calls for aid. A hurried visit to the alms house convinces me
t h a t Mr. Waldron and his wife are the right persons to have charge of that
institution, and that they should be retained in the city's service.

FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

While Augusta has. since the great fire of 1S65, enjoyed unusual exemption from serious conflagrations, yet it has always been considered by our
predecessors, a wise public policy, to maintain our Fire Department up t o
its fullest efficiency, and while it is, of course, impossible to say bow much
of our good fortune as to a small fire loss may be due to the efforts of the
" b o y s who run with the machine," yet it is nevertheless true that in no
city of our size can be found a department more ably managed or more
successful in handling tires t h a n o u r s ; and we should see to it, that by no
act of ours is its efficiency in any sense impaired. One of the pressing
needs of the department, is a Hook and Ladder Truck, as at present we
have nothing that answers this purpose, and it has happened several times
in the past few years, to my knowledge, that fires starting in the top of
•buildings have nearly or quite consumed the whole structure, because of a
lack of means of reaching the fire, and in the Darby Block fire of one year
ago, a truck costing five hundred dollars would have been the means of
saving several times its cost in this one instance. The department has been
called out ten times the past year, three times on false alarms, and the total
d a m a g e done has been about four thousand dollars, which was mostly covered by insurance.
BOARD

OF

HEALTH.

This department has been in existence nearly a year, and I am glad to
be able to say that much good has been accomplished. It has been the
custom of the Board when complaints have been received, to visit the
locality complained of, and if reasonable ground has been found, to see the
persons controlling the nuisance and reason the question with them rather
t h a n resorting to any legal means to enforce compliance with our health
ordinances. I am assured by the Secretary of the Board, who is expected
t o be the active member, that his efforts have been met in the right spirit
b y our citizens whom he has had occasion to visit, and much information
h e a r i n g on sanitary measures has been disseminated. I believe this departm e n t is one that will steadily g r o w in favor the more its purposes are known
a n d understood. You will have their full report before you at a later day.

IN

CONCLUSION.

U p o n you rests the responsibility of selecting the subordinate officers of
t h e various departments, as well as making the appropriations for running
these departments for the ensuing year, and while we should exercise
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every economy consistent witli the proper performance of the duties
required of us, we should make these appropriations large enough to cover
the necessities of the city work, but when once made I shall insist that all
our officers keep strictly within ths sum allotted to his branch of the service. To my predecessor. Mayor Weeks, as well as the members and officers of the outgoing city government, I desire to return my thanks for
many courtesies received at their hands, and I gladly attest to their faithfulness as evinced by the conscientious and painstaking care manifested in
every branch of the city"s work.
And now placing our trust in the Great Giver of every good and perfect
gift, and asking of our constituents that kindly forbearance and broad
charity which recognizes the frailty of human achievements, let us solabor that when our year of service shall have ended and we shall be called
upon to give an account of our stewardship, we can well and truly merit
the award of '-well done good and faithful servants."
GEORGE E. MACOMBER-

TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of
GENTLEMEN : In
t h e honor to submit
bursements of the
March 13th, A. D.

augusta:

conformity with the requirements of law, I have
the following statement of the receipts and disCity Treasurer for the municipal year ending
1886:
RECEIPTS.

Cash in Treasury, March, 1885
Account of Schools:
State mill tax for 18*5, and school fund
F o r High School
Several School Districts

$469 89
3,504 11
250 00
7 75
$4,-231 75

ACCOUNT OF HIGHWAYS, EASTERN

DISTRICT.

W P. Hanks, 1884 account
Refunded from Roll of Accounts No. 4
Transfer Warrant. 318

ACCOUNT OF HIGHWAYS, WESTERN

C. H. Blaisdell, Street Commissioner
Transfer Warrant. 317
Account of Seicers:
S . A. Russell
Dr. L. J . Crooker
E. W . Dana
Dr. J . W Webster
Mrs. E. Sawyer
Melville Smith
Kennebec County

$9 00
15 00
250 00

DISTRICT.

26 50
250 00
15
15
148
148
20
15
400

00
00
75
75
00
00
00

$1,313 00

14

CITY OF AUGUSTA.
ACCOUNT OF CITY OFFICERS.

City Marshal's fees
Municipal Judge's fees

$338 3Bn
789 13.

ACCOUNT OF

CONTINGENT.

State of Maine railroad and telegraph tax

2,111 36
$3,238 85-

ACCOUNT OF NON-RESIDENT T A X E S

RETURNED TO TREASURER.

T:\xes, costs and interest
Items refunded

$250 70'
1 37.

ACCOUNT OF SUPPORT OF POOR.

H. w. True, Chairman of Board of Overseers
ACCOUNT

OF T A X

475 68-'

DEEDS.

Resident tax deeds
Non-resident tax deeds
Interest on same

7 40127 76
18 20
$881 11

ACCOUNT

OF TAX

COLLECTOR.

Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

$10
76
558
2,806
7,090
83,739

47
07
29
4278
01

$94,281 04
ACCOUNT OF CEMETERY LOTS S O L D .

Mount Pleasant Cemeter} - :
Geo. L. Peva,
Lot No.
W. F . Peva,
"
H.D.Smith,
"
M.H.Fogg,
"
O. E. Ward,
"
J . C. Johnson,
"
F.F.Allen,
««

27G
277
400
222
290
94
357

F.M.Bowman,

106

'<

$10
10
10
10
10
10

00
00'
00
00
0000

10

00

10 00-
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E. Gould,
Lot No.
M.B.Hodges,
"
Mrs. R. Chamberlain,
"
David Bowman,
"
Mrs. A. W . Sylvester,
"
S. B. Chapin,
"
J.B.Young,
"
V.Kimball,
"
Mrs. C. P . Button,
»
James Rumney,
"

15

254
285
292
138
105
410
10
244
287
204

$10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$180 00
Riverside Cemetery :
C. A. Ta\lor,
Isaiah Noyes
Mrs. T . W. Foss,
Mrs. C. Gardiner,
L.P.Walker,
Andrew Leighton,
Geo. E. Gardiner,
Seth Gay,

Lot No.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

165
249
192
231
206
233
242
202

$10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$80 00
Townsend Cemetery :
J . B. Pinkham,

Lot No.

9

$5 00
$5 00

ACCOUNT

OV MISCELLANEOUS

RECEIPTS.

State of Maine, rent of Armory from July 1, 1884, to
July 1, 1885
H. F . Blanchard, City Clerk, for licenses
Executors of L. W Lithgow's estate
W S. Choate, City Solicitor
E. F . Davis, tax deeds and costs
Howard Dearborn, tax deeds and costs
Warren Lynn,
"
"
W.H.Morton,
"
"
J . W . Jameson.
"
"
M. A. Ware, tax deeds
Refunded from Roll of Accounts No. 4
Costs on non-resident tax deeds redeemed
Recording same

$100
105
7,532
900
3
2
2
3
2
1
$1
8
1

00
00
38
00
74
07
07
74
17
00
50
53
50

$8,6G3 70
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Account of Temporary Loans
Account State Pensions

18,700 00
11035 00
$19,735 00

DISBURSEMENTS.

Paid State tax in full
County tax in full
Account of schools
Highways Eastern District
Western
•'
Snow bills. Western District
Eastern
"
Permanent improvements
Reduction of City debt
Support of poor
Police
Interest
Fire Department
City officers
Contingent expenses
Printing
Lighting streets
Sauford legacy
Temporary loans
State pensions
Repairs on Kennebec bridge
Guy Turner. Tax Collector. 18K4. for taxes returned to Treasurer as unpaid
Guy Turner, Tax Collectoi', 1883. for taxes applied to deeds by order of City Council
Guy Turner, Tax Collector, on real estate of
resident owners, bid in by W. H . Libby. city
agent, at sale of July 20, 1885. for non-payment of taxes of the year 1883
W. R. Smith, Treasurer Lithgow Library
Total disbursements
Cash in Treasury

$19,401
".001
13.929
3,518
4,0(18
1.318
W!)
2,823
2,000
0.54 7
2,586
15,045
2.387
5,70S
3,701
595
2.909
91
25,000
1,035
421

349 s i
10 90

19 10
8,432 38
$130,011 01
2,598 44
$132,609 45

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Treasurer.

Examined and found correct.
March 13, 1886.

24
40
03
84
04
13
4(1
01
00
54
25
30
(50
49
34
17
48
87
00
00
57

E . C. D U D L E Y ,

Auditor.

REPORTS OF COLLECTOR OF TAXES.

REPORT OF CITY TAXES FOR

To the Honorable Mayor mid City
GENTLEMEN :

1S80.

Council:

I have the honor to submit the following statement

as collector for the year 1880 :
DR.

Balance uncollected March 10, 1885

$68 56

CR.

Cash paid City Treasurer
Abatements
Balance uncollected

$10 47
!l 00
49 09
868 50

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector.

Examined and found correct.
E . C. D U D L E Y ,

Auditor.

March 13, 1880.

REPORT OF CITY T A X E S FOR

To the Honorable Mayor and City

1881.

Council:

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1881 :
DR.

Balance uncollected March 10, 1885
Interest collected

$306 83
7 95
$374 78
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CK.

Cash paid City Treasurer
Abatements
Balance uncollected

76 07
12 05
286 66
$374 78

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector.

Examined and found correct.
E . C. D U D L E Y ,

Auditor.

March 13, 1886.

REPORT OF CITY TAXES FOB

To the Honorable Mayor and City

1882.

Council:

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as tax collector for the year 1882 :
DR.

Balance uncollected March 16, 1885
Interest collected
Abatements refunded

$1,335 13
51 48
23 46
$1,410 07

CE.

Cash paid Cit}- Treasurer
Abatements
Balance uncollected

$558 29
109 28
742 50
$1,410 07

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector,

Examined and found correct.
E. C. D U D L E Y ,
March 13, 1886.

Auditor.

REPORTS OF COLLECTOR.
REPORT OP CITY TAXES FOR

19
1883.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1SS3
DR.

Balance uncollected March 10, 18s,j
Interest collected

$-1,003 82
24 1 50
S4..S45 32

CR.

•Cash paid City Treasurer
Abatements
Balance uncollected

$2,806 42
27* xi
1.7(1(1 00
84.N4:> 32

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector.

Examined and found correct.
E. C. D U D L E Y ,

Auditor.

March 13. 188C.

REPORT OF CITY T A X E S FOR

1884.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
GENTLEMEN : 1 have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1884 :
DR.

Balance uncollected March 16th, 1885
Interest collected

$ 12,901 64
267 26
$13,168 90

CR.

Non-resident taxes returned
Abatements
Cash paid City Treasurer
Balance uncollected

$332
541
7,090
5,203

85
83
78
44

$13,168 90
Respectfully submitted,
GUy

TURNER,

Collector.

Examined and found correct.
E . C. D U D L E Y ,
March 13, 1886.

Auditor.
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REPORT OF CITY T A X E S FOR

1885.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1885 :
DR.

Assessment for the year 1885
Supplementary taxes collected
Interest collected

$9'.),724 93
27 73
24 99
§99,777 65
CK.

Cash paid City Treasurer
Discounts
Abatements by Assessors
Balance uncollected
Abatements by City Council

$83,739
5,188
397
10,448
3

01
70
88
10
90

899.777 65
Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector.

Examined and found correct.
E. C. D U D L E Y ,

Auditor.

March 13, 1886.

SCHOOL DISTRICT N O .

10.—REPORT OF TREASURER
LECTOR,

To the Honorable Mayor and City

AND COL-

1885.

Council:

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
of my account as Treasurer and Collector of School District No. 10.
DR.

To assessment of taxes

$163 98
CR.

Paid Assessors
Collector of taxes
J . F . Pierce, book
Uncollected taxes
Cash in hands of Treasurer
Respectfully submitted,

10 00
5 00
60
9 40
138 98

$163 98
GUY T U R N E R ,
Treasurer and Collector School Dist. No. 10.

VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.
SPECIAL T A X ACCOUNT.
DR.

To Balance including uncollected taxes, April 16, 1885, $1,579 8-4
Assessment for 1885
7,700 00
Supplementary taxes
2 00
$9,281 84
CR.

Cash paid w. R. Smith. Treasurer
Discount on t a x e s . .
Abatements
Balance including uncollected taxes

$7,336
404
270
1,270

94
09
68
13

$9,281 84
Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Collector.

Augusta, April 8, 188G.

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT.
SPECIAL T A X ACCOUNT.
DR.

To balance including uncollected tax, March 30
Assessment of taxes for 1885

$171 70
923 52
$1,095 22

CR.

By Cash paid Treasurer
Abatements
Balance including uncollected taxes

$1,058 20
16 08
20 94
$1,095 22

Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,
Augusta, April 8, 1886.

Collector.

CITY MARSHAL'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council :
GENTLEMEN : I have the honor herewith, to present my report as
City Marshal for the year ending March 13th, 1886. Whole number of arrests for the year, 372 ; and were charged as follows :
Drunkenness, discharged on probation
"
committed
Assault and battery
Disturbance
Affray
Larceny
Single sale
Vagrancy
Tramps
Illegal transportation of liquor
Obtaining goods under false pretense
Unlawful assembly
Malicious mischief
Adultery
Conspiracy
Gambling
Cruelty to animals
Total number of arrests

«.

88
127
31
41
4
11
23
23
3
4
3
1
1
3
1
4
4
372

190 persons have been given lodging and food during the year.
In addition to the above I have served 47 warrants to search and
seize liquors, and have made 32 seizures. I have received from
different persons for fines and sale of kegs, jugs, & c , the sum of
&10.43, which sum I have "on hand at this date, March 13, 1886.
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The liquors I have seized I have shipped to the State Liquor
Agent, Bangor, and have his receipt for same.
The following is a copy of receipt:
O F F I C E OF STATE LIQUOR COMMISSIONER, )
61 EXCHANGE STREET, BANGOR,
j

W.m. Z. CLAYTON,

Commissioner.
BANGOR, M E . , Dec. 29th, 1885.

H. T. Morse, Augusta, Me. Dear Sir:
We beg to acknowledge
receipt per American Express, 19 packages, v i z . : 1 box, \\ bbls., 2
20 gallon kegs, 1 nineteen gallon keg, 3 casks, 3 ten gallon kegs, 8 five
gallon kegs, contents in quality and quantity to us unknown ; said
goods for the benefit of the city of Augusta.
Respectfully,

W M . Z. CLAYTON.

Respectfully submitted,
H. T . MORSE, City
Augusta, March 13, 1886.

Marshal.

REPORT OF CITY PHYSICIAN.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of

Awjusta.

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor, as City Physician, to submit the
following report for the year ending March 15, 1886 :

SERVICES RENDERED THE POOR.

Visits to almshouse
"
out-patients
Office prescriptions
Obstetric cases attended at almshouse
"
out-patients attended

103
125
67
1
4

At the almshouse there lias been a great deal of sickness during
the past year. There have been two cases attended with a fatal result ; one from diabetis and one from pneumonia.
Among the poor not at the almshouse there was considerable sickness during the spring and summer; the winter months have, however, brought almost entire exemption from any serious cases of
disease. There have been five deaths, two from consumption, one
from typhoid fever, one from blood poisoning and one from old age.
In my opinion the Overseers of the Poor showed excellent judgment in retaining Mr. and Mrs. Waldron in charge of the almshouse,
who have performed their arduous duties in a most satisfactorv manner.
The Overseers of the Poor have rendered all necessary aid to the
sick and suffering poor of the city.

MORTUARY

Zymotic
Typhoid Fever,

l

REPORT.

Diseases.
Blood poisoning,

1
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Local Di seases.
Apoplexy and paralysis,
Asthma,
Bright's disease,
Childbirth,
Cholera infantum,
Catarrhal fever,
Cerebral meningitis,

7
2
2
o
1
4
3

Constitutional
Consumption,
Cancer,

21
(J

Dropsy,
Diabetis,
Disease of liver,
Disease of heart,
Pneumonia,
Spinal disease,

1
1
1
9
9
1

Diseases.
Rheumatic fever,
Tumor,

Accidental and Other Causes.
Drowned,
Death caused by burning,
scalding,

1
2
1

Old age,
Unreported,

Total number of deaths, 1885-86
Mortality rate per 1000
Average age at death

11
13

105
12
50 yrs.

The above table shows that Augusta is still entitled to its reputation of being a very healthy city. The death rate per 1,000, the
past year, has been smaller than for any year for the past fifteen
years, with the exception of the years 1884-85. The average death
rate per 1,000 throughout the world, is 17 per year, while that of
Augusta, for the past fifteen years, has been only 13. The average
age at death throughout the world, is thirty-five years ; in Augusta,
for the past ten years, it has averaged forty-five years.
VACCINATION

REPORT.

On account of the severe epidemic of small pox which prevailed
in Montreal and its suburbs during the past summer and fall, it was.
deemed expedient by the City Government, that such persons as the
City Board of Health should direct, should have the privilege of
free vaccination by the City Physician.
The French portion of our population, on account of the frequent

2(5

city
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arrivals among them from the infected districts, received special attention. With the assistance of Mr. Andrew Latno, as interpreter,
I went from house to house and vaccinated all who would submit to
the operation, unless they had been recently successfully vaccinated.
I was treated with great politeness, and found their houses in a neat
and clean condition, and the general sanitary condition good.
Whole number vaccinated at expense of city, including French,
515.
Respectfully submitted,
G. H A R T W E L L B R I C K E T T , M. D . ,
City

Physician.

REPORT OF CITY SOLICITOR.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of

Augusta:

I found at the beginning of the municipal years 1885-6, four actions pending in this county, to which the city was a party, viz. :
Samuel Luques et als., vs. City of Augusta et als.
D. W. Pillsbury et als., vs. Mayor and Aldermen of Augusta.
City of Augusta vs. Town of Clinton.
Ella P . Burrill vs. City of Augusta.
The above cases have been fully reported in previous years, and
it is therefore unnecessary for me to restate them. The first, involv
ing the construction of certain clauses in Mr. Lithgow's will, was
disposed of early in the year. By the decision one clause of the
will was declared void, and the property named therein ($5,000, and
some small parcels of real estate) became a part of the residuary
estate and were disposed of under the residuary clause in the will,
one-half to Augusta and one-half to Dresden. This, it will be seen,
gave the city 82500, and one-half of the real estate, more than was
anticipated.
Burrill vs. Augusta, to recover damages for accident on Bridge
street, was argued by me at the May Law Term, 1885, and decided
a short time since. The court held that the city- was not liable for
any damage therein.
The other two actions named are all that are now pending,
which the city is a party, no action having been commenced by
against the city during the year. Augusta vs. Clinton involves
question of law, and will probably be reported to the full court
the April term of the Superior Court.

to
or
a
at

In Pillsbury et als. vs. Mayor and Aldermen, no action has been
taken, but it will probably be reported to the full court.

28

CITy OF AUGUSTA.

Under an order of the City Council, I have taken the necessary
steps to perfect the title of Augusta to the land in Georgia, coming
to it under Mr. Lithgow's will, and have also taken charge of the
property in the city, and have, together with the Mayor and Chairman of the Board of Assessors, made sales of part of the real estate in Augusta and Dresden, under an order of the Citv Council.
Several claims have been investigated by me during the year and reported on ; two are still pending.
Very respectfully,
WINFIELD S. CHOATE, City Solicitor.

CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor and City

Council:

GENTLEMEN: In conformity with the requirements of the Citj Ordinance, in relation to the Fire Department, I herewith present
my annual report as Chief Engineer, in which is contained an account of the losses by fire, and insurance on the same, a list of
reservoirs, the condition of engine houses and apparatus. You will
also find in connection, a full and correct list of fires and alarms that
have occurred during the year, and to which it may be proper to add,
the department has faithfully responded. The following is a list of
the dates on which the department has been called out in numbers,
viz. . ten times, as follows :
March 22. 18*5. Alarm sounded at 12 o'clock, M., caused by a
slight fire in Mrs. Brennan's house, North street. Fire extinguished
by a few buckets of water. Cause of fire, thawing out waterpipe
with a torch ; no damage.
Sept. 3, 1885. Alarm at 3.20 o'clock, A. M. Fire discovered in
Mrs. Johnson's house, Brook R o a d ; cause of fire unknown; loss,
$900 ; insured S900.
Nov. 2, 1885.

False alarm.

Nov. 9, 1885.

False alarm.

Nov. 21, 1885. Alarm at 12.43 P- M. Fire in S. S. Brooks'
paint shop. Water street; cause of fire, overheated stove.
Dec. 18. 18?5.
basement of F. H.
overheated furnace
ing owned by Mrs.
$2,000.

Alarm at 7.15 A. M. Fire discovered in the
Gilman's drug store, Water street; cause of fire,
; loss on building, $250 ; insured $250. BuildJudd. Gilman's loss on stock, $1,500 ; insured

Dec. 25, 1885. Still alarm at 2.30 P . M. Fire discovered in
basement of cotton mill No. 2, owned by the Edwards Manufactur-
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ing Company ; cause of fire, hot box ; loss $500 ; insured $500 ; fire
extinguished with their own department.
J a n . S, 1886. Alarm at 7.30 P. M. Fire discovered, in Mrs.
Scruton's house, State street; loss on house and furniture, $563 ;
insured $563 ; cause of fire, chimney burning out.
Feb. 8, 1886. Alarm at 11.45. Fire discovered in Mr. Staples'
house on new road to Hallowell; house all burned. O.ving to the
lack of water the department did not respond. Loss to Mr. Staples. $400; insured $400; cause of fire unknown.
Feb. 21, 1886. Alarm at 12.10 A. M. Fire discovered in M. V.
Young's lively stable, corner of Dickman and Oak streets. Loss
$350 ; insured $350. Cause of fire, sparks from chimney.
March 8, 1886.

False alarm.

March 10, 1886. Still alarm at 2.30 A. M. Fire discovered in
A. G. Andrews' law office ; fire extinguished by the police ; cause
of fire, spit box filled with sawdust caught by cigars ; damage $10 ;
insured $10.
Amount of loss from March 16, 1885, to March 15, 1886, $4,473 ;
insurance, 85,273.
APPAHATUS.

The apparatus at the present time consists of two steam fire engines, viz. Cushnoc No. 1, built by the Amoskeag Company, Manchester, n. H., and Atlantic No. 2, built by Hill & Moorlen of this
city. Both steamers are in first-class order; one hand engine in
good order but not in service. I would recommend that it be sold
at some price, for it is of no use to our department at present.

HOSE.

There is in the department four thousand (4000) feet of rubberlined cotton hose in good order. I would recommend that there be
five hundred feet of hose purchased this year.

FORCE.

The force of the department consists of thirty-two men, as follows : One chief and one assistant, two steam fire engine companies
of fifteen men, including engineers, firemen and drivers of steamers.

CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT.
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RESERVOIHS.

The reservoirs are in good condition.
reservoirs,[their location and capacity :
No.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
G.
7.
S.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
1-1.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

The following is a list of

Coiner of Bridge and Water streets
500 hhds.
Cushnoc Heights, junction of Northern Avenue and Washington street
300
Spring street
-200
Bangor street
20;)
Cony street
200
Middle street
200
Middle street, junction Eastern Avenue. . . . 300
Court street
200
Sewall street
,
200
High Schoolhouse yard
125
Corner of Elm and Bridge streets
125
Water street, near railroad bridge
125
Corner of Gage and Green streets
125
State street, Augusta House yard, (private) 125
State House
200
Schoolhouse, Cushnoc Heights
125
Winthrop street
80
Bridge street, near North street
300
Pettingill's Corner
150
HYDRANTS.

The following is a list of hydrants, their size and location ; all are
in good order. The one near the railroad bridge has been taken
out, it was broken and could not be repaired. I would recommend
that there be a new one put in the place the coming year, for it is
more valuable than most any other one in the citj 7 :
No. 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Post Office
Granite Hall
R. E. crossing, foot of Rines Hill
Junction of Winthrop and State streets
"
Green
"
"
"
Grove
"
"
"
Capitol
"
"
"
Gage and Green streets

4£ inches.
4£
4\
4J
4£
4£
4J
4£
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LADDERS.

Of the ladders in the department I have but little to say. I have
reported them so many times as being of but little use to our department, for the very reason that they are never at a fire because there
is nothing to haul them on. I will once more recommend the purchase of a new truck, well supplied with ladders and other tools that
belong with a truck.
CONDITION OF ENGINE HOUSES AND

APPARATUS.

Cushnoc steam fire engine house, No. 1. on Bridge street, is in
good order. Steamer, hose and hose carriage are also in first-class
order. Atlantic steam fire engine house. Xo. "2 on Cony street, east
side, is in good repair ; the steamer, hose and hose carriage are in
good order. Mr. Clark, the engineer of steamer No. 2. has had
good luck the past year, has not had a single break down on his
machine. He is a first->lass machinist; he can repair most all
breaks on his engine when needed. Mr. Chandler is a first-class engineer in every respect, lint not a machinist ; he is a very careful
engineer. Mr. McCausland and Mr. Poor, the drivers of the fire
department teams, never get left when an alarm of fire is rung in.
The firemen of the steamers are always on hand in time of need

EXPENSES.

For expenses of the department I will refer )-our honorable body
to the City Auditor's report.
I desire to express my appreciation of the services of Assistant
Engineer John 0 . Weston, and to return thanks to your honorable
Board for uniform kindness and co-operation extended me, and to
the members of the department generally, for faithfulness and successful effort.
Respectfully submitted,
H. T . M O R S E , Chief
Augusta, March 13, 1886.

Engineer.

STREET COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

EASTERN DISTRICT.
To the Honorable Mayor and Aldermen of the City of

Augusta:

GENTLEMEN : I herewith submit my report as Street Commissioner for the Eastern District for the municipal year ending March
15. 1886 :
EXPENDITURES.

Expended for summer repairs
Snow bills
Permanent improvements
Kennebec bridge

$3,529
800
678
149

18
6G
74
53
§5,158 11

RECEIPTS.

On account of city horses
From J . H . Ward, for stone
From A. H. Church, for dressing

$250 00
4 75
9 00
.?2n3 75

The expenditures have been as follows :
SUMMER.

Village District
North Belfast Road
South Belfast "
Thomaston
"
Bangor
"
ChurchHill
"
Mud Mills
"
Hospital
"
Cross Hill
"
li
Windsor
3

WINTER.

$1,79101
450 05
329 35
364 50
239 12
173 15
63 00
3120
36 75
5105

$346
98
74
40
58
89
26
15
39
15

66
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$3,529 18

$800 66

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

34

PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Building bridge, Mud Mills road
$168 00
Three culverts on Thomaston road, $15 each
45 00
Culvert on Church Hill road
15 00
foot Hicks Hill, North Belfast road
97 00
Expended on Hicks Hill, North Belfast road
100 00
Culvert, whitney Gully
38 00
"
corner Patterson and Gannett street
17 00
"
Gannett street
13 00
'•
corner School street and South Belfast road
23 00
Building over culvert, corner Bangor and Cony street. . . .
98 74
Culvert front of Frank Fly's, Belfast road
64 00
$678 74
The city team has worked on the streets 191 \ days.
Sprinkling streets, 48 days.
Paid for hay, grain and straw for city team

INVENTORY

$253 77

OF TOOLS.

I crowbar, 2 face hammers, 1 ice chisel, 4 sidewalk scrapers, 1
road machine, 1 dump cart, 1 dump sled, 3 plows, 1 box scraper,
20 side scrapers, 1 spreader chain. 1 grub hoe, 6 blast drills, 12
plug drills, 1 wheelbarrow, 1 piece of rigging, 1 hoe, 8 large snow
scrapers, 3 yokes for horses, 4 spades, 5 snow shovels, 2 picks.
Respectfully submitted,
A. H. C H U R C H , 'Street

WESTERN

Commissioner.

DISTRICT.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of

Augusta:

GENTLEMEN : I herewith submit my report as Street Commissioner for the Western District for the municipal year ending March
1st, 18*6:
Expended for summer repairs
Snow bills
Total

$4,016 89
943 87
$4,960 76
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The expenditures in the sub-districts have been as follows:
SUMMER.

Village District
Western Avenue.
Griffin road
Philbrick r o a d . . .
Burns
Morrill
Scribner
Penney
Jackson
Cottle
Taylor
Turner
Miller
Mixson
Randall.
cummings
Leighton
Townsend

WINTER.

$3,046 OS
68
$3,040
123 75
2G 88
2.") 54
35 20
32 on
76 92
•S3 5:;
02 si
59 00
98 23
57 07
77 95
74 40
48 14
4G 25
22 47
19 47

$663 71
28 15
6 69

$4,010 89

$943 87

6 45
8 85
7 27
17
25
30
31
SS
22

80
07
40
96
83
19

CREDITS.

Received of E. Myrick, for repairing drain
•'
M. V. B. Chase, for g r a v e l . . .
"
Baldwin, for gravel
"
Dr. Thompson, for concreting
"Water Co., for 3 loads gravel.
"
For hay on gravel lot

$4
2
1
13
1
5

$2G 50
$4,000 00

Appropriation for 1885
Received of Fire Department, allowance for
city horses
Amount of appropriation unexpended

00
00
00
00
50
00

250 00
$259 66
1,276 50

$4,276 50

CITY OF AUGUSTA.
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PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Green street culvert
Griffin culvert
R. W. Dutton culvert
Western Avenue drains and sidewalk
Russell street
Allen
"
-••
Building stone culvert near A. D. Guild
Paid Alonzo A. Young, extension city drain on Brooks'
wharf
Paid Alonzo A. Young, repairing city drain under Lancy
Block

$53
6
15
180
4
10
33

00
00
00
60
68
82
45

10 00
10 00
$323 55

WINTHROP

STREET

SEWER.

Paid Ward & Cogan for iron pipe
'•
3 sewer traps at $15
Paid J . M. Nichols & Co. for laying iron pipe
mason work connected with
laving said pipe
Paid for paving gutter

770 21
45 00
157 32
27 68
18 00
$1,018 21

EXTENSION OK GROVE STREET SEWER TO STATE

STREET.

Paid Robert Packard for building sewer 347 feet, at $1.95
For hauling gravel to cover the same

676 65
40 00
$716 65

CREDITS—WINTHROP

Received
"
''
"
"
Due from
Iron pipe
"

STREET

of S. A. Russell
L. J . Crooker
Mrs. E. Sawyer
Melville Smith
Kennebec County
Mrs. Staples for entry sewer
on hand as per bill
1400 lbs. 1 | per lb

SEWER.

15 00
15 00
20 00
15 00
400 00
30 00
84 81
2100
$600 81

STREET COMMISSIONERS' REPORT.
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EXTENSION OF GROVE STREET S E W E R TO STATU STREET.

Received of Elise W Dana toward extension of sewer.
"
J . O. Webster,
"
"

148 75
148 75
$297 50

And paid the same into the City Treasury.
INVENTORY OF TOOLS.

1 crowbar, 2 iron shovels, 4 picks, 1 striking hammer, 2 face hammers, 1 nail hammer, 1 paving hammer, 1 hand hammer, 1 hand
saw, 2 potato diggers, 100 feet of linen hose, 2 hoes, 2 iron rakes, 1
wooden rake, 1 scythe and snath, 1 bush scythe and snath, 1 water
can, 1 spirit level. 1 plough, 1 pail, 1 dozen plug drills, 1 wheelbarrow, 5 sidewalk plows, 5 snow ploughs, 1 steel square, 3 steel
pointed shovels, 6 square steel shovels, 1 road machine. 21 box and
hand scrapers, more or less, 2 lanterns, 1 lawn mower, 1 stone sidewalk roller, 1 stone street roller, 1 sewer trap, 7 woonen shovels.
Paid for grain, straw, shorts, &c
$181 49
' • for hay for cit^* team
139 28
$320 77
City team worked on highways
Sprinkled streets
Hauled gravel on State street. .
Sanding sidewalks, &c

149^ days.
34£
"
12* "
17
2131

Paid Alex. McCausland for driving city team

"
$540 00

Respectfully submitted,
C H A S . H . B L A i s D E L L , Street

Commissioner.

REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council :
GENTLEMEN : The Board of Overseers of the Poor respectfully
submit the following repoit for the fiscal year ending March 1st,
1886:
The following exhibit shows the expenditures and receipts connected with the poor account for the year 1885 :
EXPENDITURES.

Expense of poor at farm
"
off farm
Insane Hospital
Paid old bills
other towDS
Amount undrawn

$1,694 50
2,128 33
922 63
618 34
394 40
467 48
$6,225 68
RECEIPTS.

Amount from city
Received from other towns

$6,000 00
225 68
$6,225 68

There is due from other towns, $579.52.
The outstanding bills which we are not able to report are estimated at $500.
Mr. and Mrs. Waldron have managed the farm and cared for the
poor in a very efficient manner, the past year.
An appropriation should be made to meet needed repairs on the
buildings and for new fencing at city farm.
Respectfully submitted,
H. W. TRUE,

) Overseers

THOMAS F U L L E R , V

J. E. W A R D ,

)

of

Poor.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CITY FARM.

To the Overseers of Poor :
Amount paid by order on treasury
''
1113-self
Cash on hand

$1,094 50
335 39
-I 74

,

$2,034 63
RECEIPTS.

Amount received for farm produce
from other sources

$307 19
302 00
$009 19

RECEIVED FOR FARM PRODUCE.

Hay
Butter and milk
Apples
Calves

S151
74
20
19

52
41
00
00

Pasturing . . . .
Ashes, & c . . .
Straw
Sundries

15 00
•i 26
7 50
14 50
$307 19

PRODUCE RAISED ON CITY

30 tons hay
160 bushels potatoes
50
"
corn
11
'•
beans
2 cart loads pumpkins
15 bushels peas
110 "
barley
600 lbs squash
6 tons fodder corn
15 bushels cranberry beans
15
"
ears sweet corn
100 "
beets
8
" • carrots
S
"
parsnips
8
••
tomatoes
9
'l
cucumbers

FARM—March

1.

1886.

'.

'

,,,,,.,,,,,,

$580
96
50
22
15
15
82
12
12
15
15
50
4
4
8
9

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
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1900 lbs. pork
900 l l butter
5 bbls. cider
300 bushels apples

114
180
20
150

00
00
00
00

$1,453 50
PROPERTY ON FARM, MARCH

30 bbls. apples
60 bushels potatoes
H
"
beets
8
''
carrots
7
''
parsnips
5 bbls. cider
10 gallons molasses
15
"
vinegar
200 lbs. codfish
75 lbs. lard
2 bbls. soap
30 lbs. corned beef
75 lbs. mackerel
5 bbls. pork
1 bushel onions
6 boxes salt
50 lbs. coffee
45 " tea, at 35 cents
75 " sugar
17 " butter
Sundries in pantry
140 lbs. ham
5 brooms
47 cakes hard soap
Horsford's bread preparation
13 tons coal
36 cords wood
6 cords soft wood
11 bbls.
2 tons straw
26 hens
7 cows

1,

1886,

flour

AT ITS

APPRAISED

VALUE.

$30
36
8
4
5
20
3
2
10
7
5
2
5
70
1
1
15
14
5
3
15
16
1
3
5
78
216
24
60
12
13
300

00
00
00
00
50
00
50
25
00
50
00
40
20
00
50
00
00
25
25
40
00
80
80
00
40
00
00
00
50
00
00
00

REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR.

15 tons hay
35 cords manure
400 lbs. middliugs
4 pigs
40 bushels corn
4
"
peas
100 "
barley
4 bushels beans
1 bushel shelled beans

41

225 00
175 00
5 CO
50 00
40 00
GOO
75 00
6 00
1 50

-

$1,579 35
Whole number inmates March 1, 1885
"
at farm during year
Number left during year
died
"
Present number

18
50
24
2
24

During the year the fence enclosing the orchard has been rebuilt
with new lumber, and a new fence built from the garden along the
east line of the street to the south line of the farm.
I take this opportunity to express thanks in behalf of n^self and
wife, for the kind assistance of overseers and citizens generally
through the year.
Respectfully submitted,
L. W A L D R O N , Superintendent

City

Farm.

EEPORT OF SUPT. OF BURIALS.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council :
GENTLEMEN :

I herewith submit my report as Superintendent of

Burials for the year ending March, 1886.
Following is a list of deaths as reported to me, with age, disease,
and where buried :
DATE.

NAMES.

188 ).
Mar. 30 Ellen Young,
April 3 Eliza Weeks,
u
4 Mary Richardson,
U
11 T. R. Bragg,
a
13 Lizzie h. Wheeler,
" 14 John Rollins,
•• 17 Eva h. Jaekson,
<,<, i s Betsey Sears,
tt
i s William Hodges,
(i
19 Irena Taylor,
u
2d F. A. Sawyer,
kt
2'1 Wesley Gay,
u
25 Cora J . Williams,
n
27 T. W. Foss,
May
3 Jennie A. Davies,
L.
;"Hannah Leighton,
L
7 Eliza Nickles,
s Rhoda Trask,
"
tt
II Martha Rumney,
u
11 Myra C. Merrill,
l(
18 Laura A. Ward,
u
18 Reuel Chamberlain,
Mary Stilkey,
11
25 B. L. Bragg,
., 29 Emma Gaslin,
J u n e 3 Sarah P . Lovejoy,
u
".i;>Myra Foster,
Chas. Geralds,
"
tt
8 J . W. Welch,
It
15 Addie Ripley,
21 Frederick Evans,
"
k
' 2<; Phoebe Hamlin,
It
20 William Calhoun,
u
30 Hannah h. Winter,

AGE.

DISEASE.

BURIED.

St. M a r y ' s .
"'•> y s Old a g e .
u
S7
4t
84
40
Heart disease.
Mt. Pleasant.
8 mo.
(Gardiner.
45 y r s Pneumonia.
Mt. Pleasant.
10 mo.
77 yrs. Heart disease.
Mt. Pleasant.
,t
77
•'
25
Riverside.
45
Pneumonia.
Mt. Pleasant.
32
Consumption.
Bolton Hill.
22
Sidnev65
Asthma.
Mt. Pleasant.
20
Brain fever.
Waterville.
20
Pneumonia.
Riverside.
80
Old ajje.
New York.
u
SO
No. Augusta.
28
Childbirth.
Belfast.
40
Brain fever.
Windsor.
48
Tumor.
Mt. Pleasant.
t.
08
Heart disease.
ht
25
Consumption.
7
Spinal disease. Vassalboro.
28
Catarrhal fever. Mt. Pleasant.
85
Old a g e .
,;
85
No. Augusta.
"
34
Consumption.
Mt. Pleasant.
ki
20
St. Mary's.
03
Heart disease.
Mt. Pleasant.
27
Diabetis.
5S
Consumption.
Forest Grove.
3S
Mt. Pleasant.
"
u
00
Chelsea.
• "
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LIST OF BURIALS—Continued.
NAMES.

DATE.

5 William Bolton,
6 Samuel D o w n s .
t(
16 mon. cyprien renaux,
(t
19 J. d. Bailey,
19 Lucy E . Tuck,
U
25 0 . C Whitehouse,
A u g . 7 David Mosher,
a,
7 W. P . Young,
it
Mary S. White,
*..
i;s J a m e s J . Devine,
u
14 Michael M u r p h y .
16 h. u. Wells,
It
111 Hattie M. Gardner,
Sept. 1 G. W. Sylvester,
Ck
.") Thomas Murphv,
lb
12 Elizabeth Rollins,
14 P. H. McDonald,
19 J o h n Martin,
• • 19 Harold Young,
Oct.
1 Samuel Guild,
u
3 J . E . Robinson,
It
7 D. r. Legro,
,,
S W. M. Folsom,
»t
16 Martha Chase,
..
19 Hartley Chaney,
21 Eunice Trask,
(t
26 J o h n Larrabee,
"
28 W. S. Stone,
t.
29 J o a b Wilson,
i.
30 Polly Martin,
N o v . 1 Sadie Chapin,
t(
4 M. E . Kimball,
"
5 Eliza Cuthbert,
• i
9 Helen Estes,
..
10 C. P . Dutton,
a
12 M a r y I. Cross,
.»
15 J o h n Wheeler,
U
25 Edna A. Breen,
..
26 Bridget Mack,
Dec.
2 J a m e s A. R u m n e y ,
tt
In Catherine M. Sullivan,
n
if) Achsah Woodard,
20 Abbie Stone Caldwell,
%t
21 Clara J . Briggs,
41
21 Mary G. T u t t l e .
H
21 J o h n Dearborn,
it
24 J o h n Shead.
Ct
26 J a n e Gowen,
Gt
26 Addie Bowman,
t;
26 Bertie Miller,
1886.
Jan.
2 Elizabeth Chandler,
u
10 Lucy Barker,
..
13 Ann D a y ,
11
14 J o h n J . Fuller,
hi
20 M a r y Clare,
July
It

I.

s

l>(

i .

V.

•«

•;i

AGE.

DISEASE.

BURIED.

42
Typhoid fever. Mt. Pleasant.
19
Drowned.
50
•>
Heart disease.
it
71
Cancer.
51
Consumption.
••
hi
67
Forest Grove.
90
Old age.
Belgrade.
47
Cancer.
Milo.
38
Consumption.
No. Parish.
7 mo. ('holers infant'm St. Mary's.
U
so vrs Old age.
54 '
Blights disease. Mt. Pleasant.
22
Consumption.
Riverside.
79
Gen. debility.
Mt. Pleasant.
76
Old age.
St. Mary's.
69
Paralysis.
Mt. Pleasant.
33
Consumption.
St. Marv's.
88
Mt. Pleasant.
5 mo.
»
67 yrs Kidney disease.
..
45
Apoplexy.
Forest Grove.
65
Catarrhal (ever. Riverside.
70
Cancer.
67
New Sharon.
55
Heart disease.
Mt. Pleasant.
It
73
Consumption.
65
St. Mary's
it
26
65
Paralysis.
Riverside.
»i
83
Mt. Pleasant.
7
Pneumonia.
u
25
Consumption.
u
ht
100
Burned.
hi
2
Scalded.
00
Pneumonia.
"
63
Consumption.
"
70
Liver Complaint
"
8 m o . L u n g fever.
"
67 yrs Asthma.
St. Mary's.
20
Rheumatism.
Mt. Pleasant.
52
St. Mary's.
67
Cancer.
Cony Cerut'y.
72
Forest Grove.
32
Hallowell.
65
25
Consumption.
Mt. Pleasant.
86
Paralysis.
75
"
31
Apoplexy.
t(
15
Paralysis.
' •

' •

' •

72
62
72
79
19

Burned.
Dropsy.
Old a g e .
Gen. debility.
Childbirth. '

Mt. Pleasant.
Forest Grove.
No. A u g u s t a .
Forest Grove.

44

CITy OF AUGUSTA.

LIST OF BURIALS—Concluded.
DATE.

AGE.

NAMES.

»

18

u

20

ti

30
Of!
72
54
;>;>
70

23 Ella Arnold,
24 Annie E . Bigelow,
27 Charles Frederick,
Feb. 1 A. J . Reynolds,
C Hannah Spaulding,
(..
tl
6 Anna Maria Davis,
7 Frank Sawyer,
..
It
21 Louisa c'. Pierce,
U
24 Bessie Curtis,
2li Daniel Mann,
"
t»
2i; Dianna Arnold,
Mar. 1 james H. Donovan,
3 Mary C. Low,
t
s Pamelia Crooker,
9 Helen M. Wellman,
.;

D

09
50
21
43

DISEASE.

BURIED.

Blood poisoning. Mt. Pleasant.
u
Consumption.
VL

Mt. Pleasant.
Old age.
Pneumonia.
Congesfn lungs.
Heart disease.
Brain disease.
Catarrhal fever.
Lung fever.
"
Cancer.

Forest Grove.
Bolton Hill.
Forest Grove.
St. Mary's.
Mt. Pleasant.
St. M a r y ' s .
Mt. Pleasant.

5G

There have been sold in all twenty-five lots.
Mt. Pleasant, sixteen

$160 00

Riverside, eight

80 00

Bolton Hill, one

5 00

Total

$245 00

Expended for improvements

176 00

Balance in favor of cemeteries

$69 00

Respectfully submitted,
GEO.

D O U G H T Y , Superintendent

of

Burials.

CITY GOVERNMENT, 1886-7.

MAyor,

GEORGE E. MACOMBER.
CITY C L E R K ,

HENRY F. BLANCHARD.

ALDERMEN,
Ward 1—JOHN E. FOSSETT.
2—F.

Ward 4 — c . E . S A U N D E R S .

A. B R I C K .

r>— B. E . F O L S O M .

3—B. F . G A S L I N .

0—w.

h.

. WILLIAMS

W a r d 7 — L U T H E R I. W A L L .

COMMON COUNCIL.
H . G. S T A P L E S , P r e s i d e n t .

P . A. D E C R E N E Y , Clerk.

MEMBERS.

Ward 1—H. G. Staples,
Silas W. Wyman..

Ward 4—Albert A. Nichols,
Geo. W. Knowles.

Ward 2—Treby J o h n s o n .
J . W . Fogler.

Ward 5—Horace B. Cony,
W. G. Ayer.

Ward 3—Wilbur F . Percival,
Ptoland C. Irish.

Ward (J—Alden N . Clark,
Geo. D . Haskell.

Ward 7—Nathan T. Folsom,
J a m e s A. J o n e s .

CITY OF AUGUSTA.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES.
On Accounts—Aldermen
Percival.

Folsom, B r i c k ; Councilmen J o h n s o n , Fogler,

On Highways—Aldermen
Clark.

Wall, S a u n d e r s ; Councilmen W y m a n , Cony,

On Finance—Aldermen
Irish.
On Police—Aldermen
Ayer.

Brick, Gaslin;

Councilmen Fogler, Johnson,

Williams, F o s s e t t ; Councilmen Haskell, Nichols,

On Fire Department—Aldermen
Jones, Knowles.
On Printing—Aldermen
Percival.

Fossett, W a l l ; Councilmen

Wyman,

Saunders, Williams; Councilmen Irish, Folsom,

On Street Lights—Aldermen
cival, Cony.

Brick, F o l s o m ; Councilmen Haskell, Per-

On Bells and Clucks—Aldermen
Ayer, Nichols.

Williams, Gaslin; Councilmen Haskell,

On Burying Grounds—Aldermen
Haskell, Ayer.
On AVir Streets—Aldermen
Percival.

Fossett. Folsom ; Councilmen J o n e s ,

Saunders, W a l l ; Councilmen Wyman, Irish,

On Enrolled Ordinances—Aldermen
Knowles, Nichols.

Gaslin, Folsoni; Councilmen Ayer,

On Schools —Aldermen Fossett, B r i c k ; Councilmen J o h n s o n , W y m a n ,
Fogler.
On City Buildings—Aldermen
som, Ayer.

Williams, W a l l ; Councilmen Irish, Fol-

On Drains and Seirers—Aldermen
Irish, Wyman.
On State Pensions—Aldermen

Fossett, B r i c k ; Councilmen Fogler,

Fossett, Williams.

CITY GOVERNMENT.
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L I S T O F CITY O F F I C E R S .
Treasurer and Collector—Guy Turner.
City Marshal—Henry T. Morse.
Street Commissioner for Eastern District—D. B . Savage.
Street Commissioner fur Western District—Chas. II. Blaisdell.
City Physician—G. Hartwell Briekett.
City Solicitor—W. S. Choate.
Driver City Team, Eastern District—Levi M. Poor.
Dricer of City Team, Western District—Alex.
McCausland.
City Auditor—E. C. Dudley.
Chief Engineer Fire Department—h.
T. Morse.
Assistant Engineer Fire Department—J. O. Weston.
Engineer Steamer Atlantic—J. Howard Chandler.
Fireman Sti-amer Atlantic—W. h. Wilson.
Engineer Steamrr C'ushnoc—Frank I. Clark.
Fireman Steamer C'ushnoc—Edward E . Clark.
Ocersei;r$ of P<mr— Hilton W. True for three years, from March, 188."i;
Thomas Fuller for two years, from March, 1S85; J o h n E. Ward for three
years, from March, 1SS6.
Assi-sxiirs—William H . Libby for three years, from March, iss."i; A. D.
Townsend for two years, from March, 1885; J . h. Wall for three years,
from March, 1S8G.
Keeper iif Kennebec Bridge—,1. H . Shaw.
City Engineer—J. W. Patterson.
Bell Ringer—Baker
Weston.
Stipercisor of Schools—J. O. Webster.
Keeper of City Clock—J. F . Lord.
Pound Keeper—Levant Waldron.
Superintendent of City Farm—Levant
Waldron.
Superintendent of Burials—Fred L.. P e r r y .
Members of Regular Police Force—James McKenney, Henry M. Breen,
Chas. Savage.
Special Police—J. H. Chandler, S. W. Messer. Wm. h. Allen, Winthrop
L. Sampson, B. Alex. Kay. F. A. Brann, J . M. Libby, A u s b u r n Hutchins,
Amos F . Berry, J . h. Shaw, Danforth Davis, Henry McCausland, Charles
Diplock, J a s . D. Brooks, S. B. Mitchell. A. A. Ray, W. F . Walker.
Auctioneers—Wm. H . Libby, J o h n D. Bobbins, R. W. Soule.
Fence. Viewers—Eben Packard, Alden X. Clarke, Asu D. Townseud, F,
H . Chadwick, G. W. Dudley, T. C. Hoyt, Hiram McCausland, Elisha Barrows, George Wooster.
Tythingmen—h.
T. Morse, F . L. Farrington, Elisha Atkins, L. A. Church,
Stephen Folsom, G. M. Bean, Daniel Norris, G. A. Robertson, Lewis B .
Hamlin, S. W. Lane, Chas. H . White, G. A. Cony, Peter Derse.

4«
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Siirreyiirx of Lumber—Ira. h. randall, J. C. Webber, Josiah P. Wyman,
Alvin Fogg, G. W. Hanks, John h. Church, James Folsom, Geo. B. Hoyt,
John A. Mitchell, n. Hallet, J. A. Jones, L. D. Mosher, Charles Saunders, Freeman Barker, Greenlief Barrows, Charles Milliken, Sumner Barton. Joseph Farnham, Thomas Frain, Jerry W. Glidden, M. s. Campbell,
c. E. Cummings, G. A. Coombs, Abner Coombs, Ethel H. Jones, Smith S.
Randall, Franciseo Colburn, Jr., Sam. b. Folsom.
Siim-i/tir* iif Wiioil, Stow- itml Bark—N. M. .Matthews, J. B. Dyer, M. P.
Faught, J. M. Webster, A. Carleton, Benj. Gardner. F. W. Brann, W. G.
Fifleld, Alex. Woodward, S. B. Worthley. Jas. Folsom, Albert T. Fuller,
Geo. W. Hanks, Alfred Turner, Otis Pierce, Ira h. randall, T. E. Bartlett,
Baker Weston, Thomas Fuller, Abner Plummer, Jerry W. Glidden, T. A.
Saunders, J. E. Ward, W. F. Percival, J. F. Arnold, C. W. Stone, James N.
Wade, A. B. Folsom, D. B. Whitten. James Savage, C. B. Morton, Greenlief Barrows, George M. Beane. Cyrus Ballard, Charles E. Hall, M. S.
Campbell, J . h . cunningham, Geo. W. Perry, Chas. F. Tibbetts.
Snilers if Leather—A. d. Locke, E. Haskell, G. F. Hawes, F. L. Hersey,
W. r. Stone, John Lawrence.
Weiijhers ami Measurers of ('mil—Orrin Williamson, Fred Cony, Everett
Stone, A. M. Brown, B. F. Morse, F. W. Gaslin, M. S. Campbell, J. F.
Dyer, Chas S. Greenlief, C. B. Cobb, A. N. J. Lovejoy.

REPORT OF SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS.

To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Council of the
City of Augusta:
I have the honor to present my report as Supervisor of Schools,
for the year ending March 3 1 , 1880. The number of scholars in the
city April 1, 1885, was 2,192; of whom there were 1,219 in the
Village district, 467 in the Williams district, and 530 in the nineteen
suburban districts.
The total amount of money available for school purposes was as
follows:
Appropriated by city council for common schools
$6,500 30
Received from the State
"
"
3,504 11
Unexpended balance, March 14, 1885
495 11
Raised by Village District by special taxation
7,793 39
AVilliams
"
'•
"
923 52
Appropriated by City Council for Cony Free High School, 4,000 00
Balance, March 14, 1S85, in favor High School
135 96
Received from State for Cony Free High School
250 00
Total amount for school purposes
4

$23,102 39

The following table shows the number of terms, the length of each, the attendance, the names of teachers and wages paid.

^

o. of Disti

1
y

o

V.

NAME

OF

a

TEACHER.

"o
S
E"1

o Alice E . T r a c y
Spring,
Fall, '
Arda B. W a r r e n • •.
2 Alice E . T r a c y
Winter,
.'{ . J e n n i e m. C o t t l e . . .
Fall,
Winter,
3 J e n n i e M. C o t t l e . . .
4 Jeannette Selbing..
Spring,
4 M i s s S t a r k e y a n d M ss L o r d . • • W i n t e r ,
Spring,
7 May E. Whitehouse
Fall, '
7 May E. Whitehouse
Spring,
s Jennie E. Lord . . . .
Fall, '
8 Mabel J. Austin . . .
Winter,
rollins
8 Kate E.
Spring,
10 J u l i a E . B a l l a r d . . .
Winter,
1(1 J u l i a E . B a l l a r d . . .
Spring,
11 E v e l y n P . W e l l m a n
Winter,
11 M a y E . W h i t e h o u s e
Spring,
12 A u g u s t a S . W i l s o n .
Fall.
12 S u s i e h. L e i g h t o n .
Winter,
12 S u s i e H . L e i g h t o n .
Spring,
14 C o r a A . B r o w n . . . .
Winter,
14 C o r a A . B r o w n . . . .
Spring,
16 F a n n i e B . T a y l o r - .
Winter,
16 E d g a r A . H u s s e y . .
Spring,
17 F l o r e n c e A . L o n g f e l low
•>

1

Jr.
M a y 4,
S e p t . 7,
l i e c . 7.
O c t . 1!),
J a n . 4,
M a v 4.
N o v . 1('»,

Mav 11,

A u g . 17,
M a y si,
S e p t . S,
D e c . 15,
A p r i l 27,
X o v . HI,
M a v 4,
D e c . 14.
A p r i l 27,
S e p t . 7,
D e c . 7,
M a y 4,
X o v . !).
M a y 4,
N o v . 2,
M a y 4,

"3
o
s.
J u n e 25,
O c t . .'to.
J a n . 20,
D e c . 10,
M a r c h 10,
J u n e 27,
M a r c h 12,
J u l y .'!,
O c t . 23,
J u n e 20,
O c t . 2:1,
M a r c h 12,
J u l y 3,
F e b . 20.
J u n e 20,
J a n . 20,
J u n e 2(1,
N o v . 3,
J a n . 20,
J u l y 3,
F e b . 5,
J u n e 20,
A p r i l 2,
J u l y J,

t
h^

S

N

8
0
11

s

14

s

10

s

7
13
10
14
S
7
0
8

s

0
13
8
17
0

1

•I:

3

50

ir:

O

'A
30
30
30
15
15
27
27
8
10
~>^t

55
50
30
37
12
14
34
34
34
23
23
21
18
30

1
y

o10
—

13
10
11
10*
14
17
7
9
31
30
25
14
17
0
11
20
20
17
10
17
10
14
1!)

3
a;

-.

<

*"•

*J

-—
3.2

III Hi
-z *^ r
K
y

^
12
12
12
7.58
13
13
15
7
i

20
20
17
12
12
0
10
17
IS
15
12
13
0
12
15.00

_
i

-

53
43
53
73
53.3
52
03
87.5
00
50.3
54.0
41.0
30
40
50
78.0
58.8
58.8
50
00.5
74
47.(1
77.7
52.77

> o

~

,/

1
1

5 bt
o
Mi*~ o

£

3 00
3 (10
3 50

1 05
1 00
1 70

4
5
3
3
4
4
5

_
-

00
00
00
75
00
50
50

-

3 00
5 00
3 50

5
5
3
5

-

00
00
50
00

-

2
2
2
2
1
2
2

H

-

20
00
50
50
75
00
00

-

2 00
2 50
2 00

2
2
1
2

-

25
25
(50
00

-

4
4
5
5
5
G
7
5
6
5
6
7
6
7
5
7
5
5
5
7
7
5
7
5

05
60
20
50
50
20
60
50
25
75
50
50
00
00
00
50
50
50
75
25
25
00
00
00

"3

-J]
s

:/>
-i

Marion B o l a n . . . . . .
Florence A. longfellowlow
Mabel longfellow .
Maude Whitehouse.
Maude Whitehouse.
Lizzie e. Haskell . .
Lizzie e. Haskell . . .
Katherine c. Flood
katherine c. Flood
ruell Kimball
james c. H e w i t t . . .
J a m e s C. Hewitt
23 Lillian M. Cross .
23 Olive N. Atwood
23 olive N. Atwood . . .
21 may E . Holway . . .
24 May e. Holway ..
24 Maude G. Bullens .
25 Alice M. Whitney.
25 Alice M. W h i t n e y . . .
25 Ellen M. Pierce "
27 Lizzie E . Chadwick
27 Lizzie E . Chadwick

Fall,
Winter,
Spring,
Fall, '
Winter,
Spring,
Fall, '
Spring',
Fall, '
Spring,
Fall,
Winter,
Sprinjj,
Fall, '
Winter,
Sprinsf,
Fall, '
Fall,
Spring,
Fall, '
Winter,
Sprit)";,
Fall,

*Eleveu of these were from District X<

Aug. :u.
Nov. Hi,
May 1,
Sept.. 7,
Dec. 7,
May 11,
Sept. 21,
April 13,
Sept. 11,
May 4,
Sept. 7,
Feb. 22,
May 11,
Sept. 7,
I lee. 7,
April 27.
Ann'. 11',
Get. 12,
May 1,
Sept. 7,
Dec. 7,
May 4,
Sept. 7,

(>ct. 23,
.Ian. S,
J u n e 20,
Oct. 3(1,
Feb. 12,
J u l y 3,
J a n . 1,
J u n e 27,
Nov. li,
J u l y 5,
Dec. 1,
March l'.i,
Julv.f,
Oct. 30.
Feb. 12,
J u n e 20.
Sept. 21,
Nov. 25,
J u n e 20.
Oct. 30,
J a n . 22.
J u l y 3,
Xov. (i.

8
s
s
8
10

s
15
11
H

s
13
4
s
,S
III
'.I

7
i

S
S
i

1)
II

36
30
37
32
33
20
10
25
25
31
2(i
20
34
34
35
12
0
10
11
14
14
35
35

21
10
14
13
15
17

1 1
11
20
IS
20
17
IS
23
IS
12
t
i;

li
0
I)
21
IS

10 25
12
12
10
13
12
10
11
15

12.15
17
10

0
3

-

3

-

58.33
44.4
37.8
40

45.5
85
71
5i;

so
58
77

li
5

05.4

-

07.05
51.1

",

_

s
s

-

100
7S
00
III
01
(il
(id

10.S
21
15
0
3
0

111
14

o
j
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51.4

4
4
4
3
3
5
5
4
5

-

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
75

_
3
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
4
(j
0

50
00
50
00
00
00
75
75
50
00
00

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
2

-.

-

00
00
00
25
25
50
50
00
00

25
25
25
50
50
50
75
75
00
110
00

6
5
0
0
0
5
5
7
7
0
7
7
5
0
0
4
4
4
5
5
0
.s
8

00
00
00
00
00
25
25
50
50
00
75
50
75
25
75
50
50
50
50
50
50
00
00
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SUMMARY

OF STATISTICS

OF THE

19

SUBURBAN SCHOOLS.

Spring.

Fall.

Winter.

Year.

227
228
270
383
Number of pupils registered
17!)
280
183
197
Average number attending
54.4
44.8
45
75.7
Percentage of scholars registered
7S.C
100
100
n
o
Highest per ot. registered ill any dist
40
44.4
3G
54
Lowest
•'
"
"
15
18
14
47
Number of terms taught
<
17
14
12
43
2
"
taught by female teachers ..
1
1
4
"
male
"
Average wages of female teachers per wk. including board, $6 13
"
"
male
"
" mo.
"
"
28 25
The longest school year in any district was
28 weeks.
" shortest
"
"
"
18
" average length of school year was
23
"
The greatest number of daily recitations in any school was 3'J.
"
smallest
"
"
"
"
"
II.
"
average
"
"
"
was
23.

The following table shows the apportionment among the several
districts of the §10,004.41, (SO,500.30 from the city and S3,504.11
from the State,) available for ordinary school purposes; also the
amount expended by the several districts and tlieir present financial
condition :
Am'tap
print)!

Dist.
s'o.

2

i
4
t

s
in
11
12
14
l(i
17
is
11!
21
22
23
24
25
27

*r

30
(il 63

•SI 23

110 97

32 ss
03
29
49 32
139 74
94 53
80 31
147 9(i
152 07
82 20
102 75
127 41
139 74
41 10
57 54
143 85
221 i
100

Extra
Undrawn
Total
allowance. Men. 14, '8i. Credit.
1*40 00
75 29
50'00
85 00
25 00
25 00
85 00
35 00
70 00
70 00
25 00
20 00
05 00
50 00
55 00
20 00
85 00
85 00
30 00

ij.0 15
12 74
18 00

#109 45
149 OS
179 03
117 88
251 05
13 50
198 79
119 07
253 39
1 42
176 17
11 91
176 44
20 71
177 02
172 96
172 07
S 30
155 50
4 91
157 60
182 41
77 62
237 30
21 61
147 71
8 48
151 02
9 49* 183 34

Amount
Expended.
S133 33
73 52
106 10
111 45
141 01
190 02
189 45
177 39
171 75
100 50
108 91
17S OS
13S OS
157 20
150 15
206 96
111 61
143 70
177 34

Bal. Men.
15, ]SSU.
.S:36

76
72
0
109
S
63

Overdrawn,

12
16
93
43
14
17
94
$1 14

4 69
70 52
4 05
fi 01

17 42
4(1
32 26
30 40
36 10
7 32
6 00

Village, 85,010 09 | ,_ _..
Williams, lloifl 37 ) O e e Directors Report.)
•Including $2.00 for ward room.
$118.00 stands to credit of District 13, which should be transferred to
credit of Districts 7 and 16.

SUPERVISOR'S REPORT.

R E P O R T O F T H E SCHOOLS.
Owing to the illness of Mr. Young, who was Supervisor during
the first part of the year, very few of the schools were visited during the spring term, and he left no notes concerning them, so that
the following is mainly a report of the fall and winter terms.
Mr. Young was a fine scholar, a successful teacher, and would
have made an excellent Supervisor. He had planned a great deal
of work for the schools, and they, as well as the community at large,
sustained a great loss liy his death.
The reports of the Milage and Williams Districts are made by
their directors ; the following contains only an account of the condition and progress of the nineteen suburban schools.
DISTRICT

NO.

2.

Wm. B. Hunt, Agent. At the beginning of the fall term, I found
this school in poor condition, the pupils lacking thoroughness in the
work of the preceding term, and with very little idea of discipline.
Miss Arda B. Warren, who taught the falll term, accomplished very
remarkable results, and brought the school into excellent condition.
Miss Alice E. Tracy, who had taught in the spring, was also the
teacher for the winter term.
She worked faithfully, and succeeded
in maintaining the good condition in which she found the school,
and securing very creditable results.
Miss Tracy, with proper advantages, will make an excellent teacher.
DISTRICT N O .

3.

Columbus Cottle, Agent. When it is said that Miss Jennie M.
Cottle taught this school for both terms of the year, it is unnecessary to add that the teaching and discipline were excellent, as Miss
Cottle is well known to be one of our most promising teachers.
The school was very small until —near the end of the fall t e r m - i t
received a re-enforcement from District 22, in which there was no
school during most of the winter. After these returned to their own
school, there were but five pupils remaining. It does not seem profitable to maintain the organization of this district, as the school is
very small, and all of the scholars live within about a mile of some
other sehoolhouse.
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DISTRICT

NO.

4.

F . E. Howard, Agent. The spring term was taught by one of
our successful young teachers. Miss Jeannette Selbing. This school
was visited by Mr. Young, who noted "excellence in all branches
and discipline."
Miss Sadie C. Starkey, who deservedly ranks among our best
teachers, began the winter term, but was obliged to give it up at the
end of eight weeks, as tier presence was required at home ; and the
school was finished by Miss Jennie E. Lord, who did good work.
The term was a profitable one, notwithstanding the break of three
weeks in its course, and the school appeared, at my last visit, in excellent condition.
DISTRICT

NO.

7.

George F. Sawyer, Agent. This is a small school, the district
having only ten scholars, all but one of whom were in school. Miss
May E. Whitehouse taught both terms of the year. She is a bright,
energetic girl, her methods of teaching are good, and her work was
thoroughly done. The pupils had acquired bad habits in reading,
under some former teacher, which Miss W. tried to correct, with
only partial success. Habits of this kind once acquired, are almost
ineradicable. The schoolhouse needs considerable repairs.
DISTRICT

No.

8.

George L. Guoir, Agent. The spring term was taught by Miss
Jennie E. Lord.
At the beginning of the fall term I found the school quite backward, and appearing to have suffered from surface teaching. Miss
Mabel J. Austin, the teacher for this term, was a young lady of fine
education and excellent methods-, who did good and thorough work.
Illness prevented her from teaching the next term, and her untimely
death, in the early winter, cut short the career of usefulness to
jvhich she looked forward in her chosen profession, and deprived our
teaching force of one of its most faithful and successful members.
The supervisor, being asked to procure a teacher for the winter
term, exercised a great deal of care in the selection, and secured
the services of Miss Kate e. Rollins, who proved to be just the
teacher needed for the school. She is energetic and experienced,
and the final examination showed excellent progress in all branches.
This is our largest and most important district school, and requires
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something more than an ordinary teacher. It will be for its advantage if Miss Rollins can be engaged for the next year..
The school room is dingy and unattractive, and the district would
do well to expend a little money in improving its condition.
DISTRICT N O .

10.

Albert A. Nichols, Agent. Miss Julia E. Ballard taught both
terms of the year. She is an experienced and successful teacher;
her instruction was thorough, and the school profitable.
There are many more scholars in the district who should have attended the school during the winter term. All the pupils were
3-oung, and there were no advanced classes. The school compares
unfavorably, in this respect, with those in the adjoining districts.
DISTRICT N O

11.

Gideon Hallowell, Agent. The spring term was taught by Miss
Evelyn P . Wellman.
This is a small school but, at the beginning of the winter term,
seemed to be in very good condition. The reading was especially
good. Miss May E. Whitehouse taught a short winter term, profitably to the pupils, and satisfactorily to the people of the district, who
desired to have at least a twelve weeks' term. The agent, however,
saw fit to have only seven weeks and, under the present system, the
supervisor was unable to interfere. It is customary, in tins district,
to have a quarrel each year ; in this instance it was about the board
of the teacher.
There is no reason for maintaining this district in its present
form; it should be united with District •>•>— the two together containing only scholars or territory enough for one fair-sized district.
Miss Alice e. Tracy is now teaching a term of school here, which
began March *th. At a visit made at the end of the second week,
I was well pleased with the work that was doing.
DISTRICT No.

1"2.

B. M. Holmes, Agent. The spring term was taught by Miss
Augusta s. Wilson.
Miss Susie H . Leighton, whose reputation as a successful teacher
has been long established, was the teacher of the fall and winter
terms. Her methods of teaching are excellent and she is devoted
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to her work. Although most of the pupils in this school are quite
young, they are well advanced in their studies. The school room is
pleasant and well supplied with maps. Miss Leighton has taught
this school several terms ; she is well acquainted with its needs, and
is worth more to the district than any other teacher ; she should be
permanently employed in the school.
DISTUICT No.

14.

James E. Libby, Agent. This, which was formerly one of our
poorest district schools, lias come to be one of the best; a result
that is due to the care used in selecting teachers for the last few
vears, and the credit of which belongs largely to Miss Cora A.
Brown, who has taught the school a number of terms, including both
terms of the present year. Her work was thoroughly and enthusiastically done, and she seemed to inspire every pupil with a determination to make the best use of his opportunities. The school will
be fortunate if it can continue to avail itself of her services.
DISTRICT N O .

10.

J. F. Pierce, Agent. Miss Fannie b. Taylor was the teacher of
the spring term.
Mr. Edgar A. Hussey taught the winter term. This was his first
school and, though well qualified in point of education, he showed
the need of special training for his work. The examination near
the end of the term, did not show the school to be in as good condition as I had expected, from its excellent reports of past years.
There is good material here, but want of thoroughness resulted from
covering too much ground during the term, and the order was not
satisfactory. Great care should be used in the selection of a teacher
for the coming year.
DISTUICT N O .

17.

Robert A. Cony, Agent. Miss Marion Bolan taught the fall
term. Although this was her first school, she showed an unusual
aptitude for teaching, and her work was equal to that of many of
our experienced teachers. Her work in physiology was the best
done in any school during the fall term. The pupils were found to
be superficial in the ground previously " g o n e over" in several
branches, and she resolutely put them back and kept them to the
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amount they could do thoroughly, and the term was a decided success.
Miss Florence A. Longfellow, who had taught the spring term,
had charge of the school during the winter. Although she faithfully tried to do her work well, the least that can lie said is that
neither in discipline nor quality of teaching did the term compare
favorably with the preceding one.

DISTRICT N O .

18.

S. G. Mason. Agent. Miss Mabel Longfellow was the teacher of
the spring term.
Miss Maude Whitehouse. who taught the fall and winter terms,
judiciously kept her pupils to the amount of ground they could cultivate thoroughly : both terms were profitable, and the school greatly
improved, of which there was urgent need. I rate Miss Whitehouse
high as a teacher.
The pupils in this school suffer from extreme timidity, whereby
the}' appear to much less advantage than they otherwise would.
This the teacher endeavored to overcome, but succeeded only partially.
DISTRICT No.

10.

H. F . Marston, Agent. This is a small and backward school, in
a remote and thinly settled district. Miss Lizzie E. Haskell, who
taught both the spring and fall terms, is a teacher of considerable
experience, and did good, practical work in the school. She is a
useful teacher for a school of this g r a d e ; her methods of instruction were quite good, and the term was a profitable one to the pupils.
The agent was judicious in keeping the same teacher during the
year.
DISTRICT N O .

"21.

T. C. Hoyt, Agent. The pupils in this school are all young, but
pretty well advanced for their ages. Mrs. K. C. Flood taught during the year. Although this was her first experience in teaching,
her work was thorough, methods good, and her pupils made satisfactory progress. From the number of scholars in the district, it
would seem that its finances should have been so managed as to give
three terms of school. It would be for the advantage of this district to unite with the Williams District.
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DISTRICT N O .

22.

Daniel F. Scribner, Agent. The spring term was taught by M r .
Reuel Kimball, who had taught during the preceding year.
At the beginning of the fall term, I found this school, which was
formerly one of the best, in a very bad condition. The teaching
had evidently been superficial, as the pupils had no intelligent understanding of the ground they had been over, and they seemed tohave little idea of discipline.
Mr. James C. Hewitt, who is well known as a successful teacher,
had charge of the school during the fall term', and brought it into
very good condition. The work of the term was thoroughly done,
and excellent progress was made.
During the winter nearly all of the pupils enjoyed the instruction
of Miss Cottle, in District No. 3 ; and Mr. Hewitt taught another
short term, the last of the winter, with his usual success. I was extremely pleased with the examination at the close of this term.
This school has taken a long step towards redeeming itself, but
the ground gained will quickly be lost unless great care be exercised
in the selection of teachers.

DISTRICT No.

23.

Stephen Tracy, Agent. Miss Lillian M. Cross taught the springterm.
The fall and winter terms were taught by Miss Olive N. Atwood,
a young lady who has attended the Farraington Normal School, and
purposes soon to complete her course there—an energetic and capable teacher. The work of both terms was thoroughly done, the
pupils were wide-awake and interested.
This is an excellent school, but not far advanced, as its pupils are
all young.
DISTRICT No.

24.

Thomas J. O'Brien, Agent. The spring and fall terms were
taught by Miss May E. Holway.
On visiting the school, in the
fall term, I found seven pupils present. The recitations were creditable, and the teacher was evidently doing good and thorough work.
There was a later fall term, of seven weeks, taught by Miss
Maude G. Bullens, the number of pupils varying from two to six.
With the advent of cold weather, necessitating the withdrawal of
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the smaller children from school, only three pupils were left, and
the teacher did not think it profitable to continue the school.
The propriety of carrying ou a school here, unless the number of
scholars iu the district increase, is very questionable ; it would seem
better to provide for transportation of pupils to some other school,
under Sect. 1 of the school laws.
DISTRICT N O .

25.

S. Grindal, Agent.
It is always a pleasure to visit this school,
the pupils are so prompt and wide-awake, so ready to tell what they
know. Miss Alice M. Whitney, who taught the spring and fall
terms, is a faithful and devoted teacher, and the school showed
evidence of thorough and conscientious work.
As Miss Whitney was absent during the winter, enjoying the a d vantages of the Farmington Normal School, the winter term was
taught by Miss Ellen M. Pierce.
She is a good teacher, and t h e
school was a profitable one.
This is a very small school, and the district should be consolidated
with No. 11.
DISTRICT No.

27.

Herbert L. Heald, Agent. Miss Lizzie E. Chadwick, who taught
both the spring and fall terms, is one of the best teachers employed
during the year. The school was excellent in all respects, and the
examination at the close of the fall term, showed that thorough
work had been done in all branches. The school will be fortunate
if it can have the services of the same teacher for the coming vear.
It was false economy, on the part of the people of this district,
to use a part of their school money for repairs, thereby having only
two terms of school for the year. It would have been much better
to raise the money needed by a tax.
This district would do well to unite with the Williams District.

DISTRICT No. 13, in which there had been no agent elected and
no school kept for several years, was abolished by the City Council
on recommendation of the Supervisor. Oct. 2, 1.SS5. The territory
of said district lying upon Cross' Hill road, was annexed to District
No. 7, and that lying upon Prescott Road, to District No. 16.
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It is unnecessary to repeat what lias been said so many times,
that the condition of onr district schools is not creditable to the
city ; that they do not compare favorably witli those of other towns
around us ; that while our graded schools are a source of the highest
pride, those of our country districts are a cause for mortification.
The difference in the quality of these two classes of schools runs
parallel to, and is dependent upon, the difference in the methods by
which they are carried on.
The schools in the chartered districts are managed by boards of
directors, who combine all the powers of school committee and
school agents, so that there is no divided responsibility. The result
is that there is no change of teachers except unavoidably, and the
schools go on without break, from term to term, without the loss of
ground that results from every change of teachers.
In the country districts, on the contrary, the district agents employ the teachers, while the supervisor can only reject the employe
if found unqualified. There results a constant change of teachers,
whereby one-half the benefit of a term is lost; or a teacher, who
might do useful work in one school, is employed in another for
which he is totally unfitted.
An average school agent has no
knowledge of the special needs of his school, and no discrimination
in regard to the classification of teachers ; and cannot realize that
a teacher may have done good work in District A, and still would
be entirelj' out of place in District B.
To remedy this state of affairs, two changes may be suggested,
one of which should be made as soon as practicable, but not this
year, while the other is advisable at once.
1st. As has been done by the other cities and many of the towns
of the State, the district s\stem should be abolished and the schools
all be put under one management. This does not seem to be practicable this year, because the general law gives authority only for
the election of a school committee of three members, which would
be too small to manage all the schools of this city. At the next
session of the legislature a special act should be procured, giving
the City Council authority, whenever the districts are abolisheil, to
elect a committee of seven members, said committee to elect a
superintendent of schools, and fix his salary subject to the approval
of the City Council
2d. The law contemplates that the committee or supervisor shall
employ the teachers and fix their compensation, but provides that a
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town may empower the district agents to employ the teachers.
As the district agents of Augusta have exercised this power, it is
to be supposed that it was, at some time, granted to them ; but it is
in the province of the City Council, at any time, to restore it to the
supervisor, where it belongs. This it is practicable to do at once,
and I believe it very desirable.
There are some instances which I have noticed in my report of
the schools, where districts can be consolidated to advantage. It is
a waste of school money to employ a teacher for seven or eight
pupils, if it can be avoided without injustice. The school-houses
can be so situated that every scholar will live within reasonable
distance of oue, and still their number be considerably reduced.
It
is a wise provisiou of law that permits an extra apportion incut t o
small districts, but it becomes an abuse when used to maintain
schools that ought not to exist.
Not many of our teachers have enjoyed Normal school training,
and some have attended on by the common, district schools ; most of
them, however, are well educated, but they either lack that knowledge of methods which a Normal school course would give them, o r
else they have acquired such methods—and that imperfectly—by
the slow process of practical experience.
Teachers' meetings were held during the fall and early winter, a s
a partial remedy for this deficiency. In conducting them, the supervisor was indebted for valuable assistance to Prof. Capen, of Dirigo
Business College, and Mr. Robertson, of Village District Grammar
School.
It could be seen, in visiting the schools, that these meetings were
of great practical benefit to the teachers, and they should be continued during the coming year.
Considerable change in text books is needed in all of the schools,
in order that the best possible work may be accomplished. It is
false economy to continue the use of an unsuitable book, to save the
few cents needed to exchange it for a good one.
Arithmetic.
The books that have long been used in this branch,
are totally unfit for their purpose. If a teacher be acquainted with
the improved methods of teaching arithmetic, they are a stumblingblock in her way ; if she be dependent upon the books for guidance,
it is impossible for her to accomplish good results. The} - are full
of superannuated methods and of matter that is of no practical use,
When the}- were adopted, they were perhaps as good as others then
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to be had, but such has not been the case for many years. After
very careful consideration, I adopted Colburn's First Lessons as a
primary, and Greenleaf's Complete Arithmetic as an advanced
book. The former is exchanged for the old books, at twenty cents
a copy, and has already been introduced into about one half of the
schools ; the latter will be exchanged for the Practical at forty cents.
The exchange should be completed in all schools during the spring
term, and the further use of the old books should not be allowed.
Geoqraphy.
The text books are uniform and satisfactory in this
study. Maps were wanting in some schools, and the agent in each
case, authorized the supervisor to procure them. A few of the
maps now in use have become so faded as to be practically useless,
and should be replaced by new. A good county map of Maine
should be placed in every school room. The ignorance even of
teachers, in regard to the geography of our own State, is surprising.
Grammar.
Upon no other subject in the common school course,
has there been so much time wasted as on grammar. Technical
English grammar, as it has been taught, is mainly Latin grammar
transferred to English, and very slightly adapted to the differences
in the two tongues. It is full of statements which, as applied to
our almost grammarless language, are not merely useless, but false
and harmful. If the object of studying grammar is ' ' t o learn to
speak and write correctly,' it is within the experience of every
teacher that the instruction hitherto in vogue has failed of its object,
and it is not surprising to read in the last published report of the
u. S. Commissioner of Education, that ''in the towns where the
committees have insisted most strongly upon technical grammar,
the children show the least ability to use the proper grammatical
form in writing." The way to teach grammar is to lead pupils to
put words together properly into sentences, gradually teaching them
the few simple principles of our language, as the cases arise in
which they are to be put into practice. The best teachers, who
have the time, can teach this orally, but in our district schools a
book is needed. The best book I can find—and what Prof. Fletcher
says, in reply to a note of inquiry, is the best he has ever seen—is
Sills' Practical Lessons in English. I have adopted it for our
schools, and it should be procured by all pupils needing a new book
in grammar. Arrangements can probably be made for exchange at
a fair rate.
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Reading. There is not uniformity of readers, but that is of little
•consequence except so far as it causes an additional number of
classes, as both kinds of books used are satisfactory. The Childs'
Book of Nature should be more generally introduced, as supplementary to the Fourth Reader. The U. S. History is used as a reading
book in some schools, for the most advanced class, to good advantage. Some pupils have, ambitiously, procured .Sixth Readers,
which should not be done, as that is a high school reader and unsuited to common schools.
Physiology. The law passed at the last session of the Legislature
provides that "Provision shall be made by the proper local school
authorities for instructing all pupils in all schools, supported by public money, or under State control, in physiology and hygiene, with
special reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and
narcotics upon the human system.'
Two things are required by this law, neither of which alone will
satisfy its requirements ; first, instruction in physiology and hygiene,
and second, that such instruction shall have special reference to the
effects of stimulants, etc.
While teaching that ignored the second requirement would not
fulfil the letter or spirit of the law, much less would such as made
the second its main object and ignored the first.
Oral instruction in this branch has been given in all the schools
during the fall and winter terms, and in several of them classes have
been formed in the text book adopted, Blaisdell's " O u r Bodies and
How We Live." which 1 believe to be the best book of the kind published. This book may be used for supplementary reading.
The method recommended for oral teaching, is to devote about ten
minutes to it each day, at the beginning of either the morning or
afternoon session; the exercise consisting of a familiar talk upon
some topic in advance, with questions upon the previous lessons.
By this method the pupils of one school, at the end of an eight
weeks' term, could pass a very creditable examination in this branch.
A few of the teachers have used Practical work in the Schoolroom,
P a r t 1, a book which contains oral lessons already prepared, and is
well adapted to its purpose.
Some have made the mistake of spending time in teaching the
technical names of the bones, that should have been employed on
more interesting and useful subjects.
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History.
The number of schools in which U. S. History is
taught, has increased, but it should be in every school. This is a
part of the regular common school course, arid its importance should
be better realized than it has been.
Every district has been furnished with a copy of Maine School
Laws, 1885, so that there is no further need of publishing extracts
from the laws as an appendix to this report.
The city of Bangor published last year, in its school report, some
"Instructions to Teachers in regard to Contagious Diseases"—an
example worthy of imitation. Such instructions, based upon those
of Bangor, but considerably modified, will be found appended to
this report.
Respectfully submitted,
J . O. W E B S T E R . Supervisor of Schools.

T E X T BOOKS IN D I S T R I C T SCHOOLS.
The following are the text books adopted (or use in,the District
Schools of Augusta. All pupils needing new books should procure
the kinds here named. Teachers are expected to discourage, so far
as practicable, the continued ns of other books now in the schools ;
and the Arithmetics used must conform to this list:
Bewling.—Monroe's Readers; Child's Book of Nature.
Spelling.—Swinton's Word Primer and Word Book.
Grammar.—Sill's Lessons in English.
Geography.—Warren's Primary; Warren's Brief Course.
History.—Higginson's Young Folks' United States.
Arithmetic.—Colburn's First Lessons; Greenleafs Complete Arithmetic.
Physiology.—Blaisdell's "Our Bodies and How We Live."
Writing.—Business Standard Writing Books.
Book Keeping.—Waite's.
The attention of teachers is called to Chapter 11, Section 91, of
the Revised Statutes :
"SEC. 91. If any parent, master or guardian, after notice from the
teacher of a school that a child under his care is deficient in the necessary
school books, refuses or neglects to furnish them, the superintending school
committee, on being notified by the teacher, shall furnish him with them at
the expense of the town; and such expense may be added to the next town
tax of the parent, master or guardian."

COXY F r E E HIGH SCHOOL.

COMMITTEE'S

REPORT.

To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Council
We have the honor of presenting our report of the condition and
progress of the Cony Free High School for the year ending March
31. 1886.
This has been a prosperous year for the school, and it has continued to increase in numbers, so that in the fall term there were 10G
pupils.
Owing to the liberal appropriation made by the City Council, we
were able to retain the services of our accomplished first assistant,
and also to make the much needed increase in the number of assistants, to three. Miss Alice Reynolds, a graduate of this school and
a successful teacher in the Gardiner High School for several years,
was elected second assistant, the other teachers remaining as last
year.
We have been able to carry on the school for the year upon the
appropriation of S-1000, with the addition of the S2;>0 from the
State, with a verv narrow margin, so that it will lie absolutely necessary to appropriate the same amount for the coming year.
This school is of a higher grade than most of the high schools in
our State, and we believe that it will compare favorably with any
fitting school, public or private, in New England. Its graduates, as
a rule, make excellent teachers ; those who enter college take a very
high rank, and the school is an object of just pride to every citizen.
The committee saw fit, at the beginning of the fall term, to adopt
the Roman method of Latin pronunciation—a method which consists in giving to each letter one sound only, and that the original
sound as established by the best philologists—thereby avoiding the
confusion and uncertainty incident to the English method, in which
letters have a great variety of sounds, and by which no two persons
would read a page of Latin alike. This method is much easier and
simpler than that formerly in use, and is that now employed in the
5
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best of our colleges and academies, and will unquestionably soon be
universally used.
We here give notice, as required by law, of the adoption of two
new text books for use in this school; Monteith's Physical Geography and Walker's Physiology. There have been very few changes
in hooks for many years, and we are averse to making any change
unless there be a very positive advantage in it.
For any further information in regard to the school, we refer you
to the accompanying report of the principal and the tabular statement of attendance, etc.
The following additional regulations have been adopted :
I. Scholars shall be admitted to the Cony Free High School only
on, cither.
1st. A written certificate that they are qualified for admission—
in case of pupils from the Village or Williams district grammar
school, from the Principal of said school, or in case of pupils from
suburban schools, from the Supervisor of schools—or,
I'd. An entrance examination by the committee or under their
direction, showing the requisite proficiency in the common school
branches.
I I . Any pupil in one of the three higher classes failing to attain
an average of seven on a regular examination, shall be put back one
year in his studies, i. e., into the next lower class.
I I I . Pupils in the fourth class shall not be dropped from the
school except for misconduct; but no pupil in any class shall pass
to the next higher class unless he attain an average of seven on the
regular examination near the close of the school year, or on an examination at the beginning of the fall term.
Respectfully submitted,
J. 0 . WEBSTER, )
J . H. M A N L E Y , [ Committee.
W . R. S M I T H ,
)

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF
CONY FREE HIGH SCHOOL.

To the Cunmittee of the Cony High

THE

School:

GENTLKMKN : It has been charged that as a nation we are ceasing to think, and that the schools are responsible for this serious
fault. There is manifest injustice in this sweeping accusation, yet it
may not be difficult to sec in it more than a shadow of truth. The
desire to make school-work attractive and pleasant has led to excessive simplification, so that the small amount of mental effort required has a tendency to produce mental effeminacy. The muscle
and sinew of a vigorous manhood cannot be derived from the food of
infants. So power to grasp, generalize and reason cannot be gained
from tlie diluted pabulum of mistaken kindness. In the intellectual
field the primary object of both teacher and text book should be to secure the closest attention and to stimulate the most vigorous mental
activity on the part of the pupil. Thus will be developed that resolution and patience essential to the accomplishment of difficult tasks.
Now, we have more than intimated why the subjects pursued in the
High school are so removed from what are popularly called "practical." The disciplinary value of foreign languages, higher mathematics and sciences, is far greater than is that of those subjects
bearing more directly on our daily vocations. It is not the mission
of the High school simply to fit a young man or woman to engage
in some iudustrial pursuit, but to give intellectual and moral training and to awaken and foster a love for study and progress, so that
when they go out from the school, they may in a measure be qualified for the important and responsible duties of citizens and members of society.
It is gratifying to observe that the subject of moral instruction is
more than ever claiming the attention of educators. The wisest
and most thoughtful recognize that character is the great end of
education. In school, as elsewhere, the most potent force in character-building does not consist in formal discourses on moral beauty,
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but in incorporating into the daily routine of unromantic duty those
practices which leave an indelible impression on young minds that
honesty, purity, truth and kindred virtues are of transcendent value.
The instructor can teach truthfulness by insisting that every historical and scientific fact shall be stated accurately, he can teach justice and honesty by discharging with strict fidelity and unswerving
impartiality all his obligations to his pupils. Generosity, courtesy
and kindness indispensable to the peace of the household and the
charm of every true lady and gentleman should find their embodiment and exemplification in the teacher. Again, the will is educated. The pupil soon learns that success demands self-restraint,
self-reliance and self-exertion, for, as pleasure and duty are not infrequently in different lines, the will is often exercised, so this important part of the mind is trained and strengthened. Right here,
we see one important function of the high school—sufficient of itself
to justify its existence—for without this will cultivation, there can
be no true manhood, to say nothing of business success.
A rule requiring pupils to attain a minimum rank of 70 per cent,
on written examinations is both wise and just. W e are living in an
age of sharp competition. The incompetent and unworthy fall to
the rear and consequently, as a rule, those only who possess true
merit occupy the places of trust and profit. Now, if a pupil at
school learns this important lesson, it may prove to him of incalculable advantage.
To allow a pupil who, either on account of inability or indolence,
is doing poor work, to remain in his class is an act of injustice both
to the pupil and to the class. To the pupil wanting in capacity, it
is unjust, because his highest intellectual good can be secured only
by giving him exercises within the range of his abilities. To continue the indolent pupil in his class not only places a premium on
laziness but seriously retards the pupils who have ability and disposition to work.
Although I was opposed to one session, yet I think that the health
of the pupils and their proficiency in study have not been impaired
by the change from two sessions to one. Whatever inconvenience
in regard to meals may come to parents, cannot be chargeable to
any great extent to the committee, for the petition for one session
was very generally signed by parents and guardians. I think it
would be a wise regulation to require those pupils who, in the judg-
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ment of the teacher, neglect their work to return in the afternoon
to the school-building and study for a certain time.
In several instances pupils have presented certificates stating that
the bearer was not physically able to perform the prescribed work
of the class. In accordance with the regulations, I have excused
such pupils. Subsequent inquiry has developed the fact that, in
some cases, pupils so excused have been attending theatres, balls
and entertainments of various sorts. Of course, parents are responsible for this state of things and the complaint of overwork is,
in most instances without foundation. Parents as well as pupils
should understand that school duties must not be set aside except
for substantial reasons. The food, sleep and exercise of the pupil
should claim the thought and attention of the parent, for without
strict attention to these important matters, the utmost endeavor on
the part of the teacher will not bring about the desired results.
Surprise has been expressed on account of the small number of
graduates. While this is a cause of regret, we should be on our
guard against forming by the size of the graduating class an estimate of the work done in the high school. A large majoritv of the
pupils do not graduate ; but while in school one, two or three years,
they form habits of thought and study which result in a constant
enlargement of their store of knowledge. Thus the} - are not only
aided in industrial pursuits but also, what is far more important, in
becoming worthy members of society.
During the twelve years that I have been principal of the High
school, lOfi pupils have graduated, 39 boys and 07 girls. Of the 39
boys, 24 have graduated from college or are pursuing a college
course, and 4 have taken a partial college course. The following
institutions are represented: Colby University, Bates, Bowdoin,
Maine Agricultural, Trinity, Yale, Amherst, Smith, Vassar and
Wellesley Colleges.
Almost all have done or are doing good work, proof of excellence on the part of many being given by the honors and prizes received. Law, medicine, theology, teaching, journalism, banking
and various other occupations are represented b}' these graduates.
Of the 67 girls who have graduated during the last 12 years, 5
have graduated from college or are taking a college course, 20 either
have been or are teachers, 13 are married, and a large number are
engaged as clerks, book-keepers and writers in printing offices and
other institutions.
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Considering the unfavorable weather, the school has made a satisfactory record in attendance. The first term, the number of cases
of tardiness was 2 1 , the second term 28, and the third term 37.
The number who were neither absent nor tardy the first term was
29, the second term 47, and the third term 4 1 .
Respectfully submitted,
G E O . B. FILES.

T A B L E SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SCHOLARS REGISTERED, AND THE
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR THE Y E A R ENDING MARCH 26,

1886.

1st Term. 2d Term. 3d Term.
Whole No.

Average No.

Whole No.

Average No.

Total Averag

Mr. Geo. B. Files, Principal.. . 92
Miss Helen W . Fuller,
Mrs. E. S. Fogg, 1st term.
Miss Alice S. Reynolds, lst&2d
" Addie N. Owen.

83 103

97

98

90

90

Average No.

TEACHERS.

Whole No.

6 '

VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT.

The Directors of the Public Schools in the Village District, Augusta, respectfully submit the following report for the year ending
April 24, 1886 :
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Receipts and Disbursements by the Board of Directors for the year
ending April 24, 1886.
RECEIPTS.

From City Treasurer, on Mayor's Warrants, $5,010 09
collector of taxes
7,336 94
Williamson, Ward & Cogan
62 16
same, int
5 58
Tuition of scholars not belonging to
District
104 50
Balance against District
1,334 73
813,854 00
DISBURSEMENTS.

Paid Teachers
$5,469 02
Janitors
386 48
Fuel
639 22
Printing, binding and advertising
100 25
Repairs, supplies, furniture and cleaning
279 32
Water bill
142 35
City Treasurer, commissions, 1 8 8 5 . . . .
86 94
Directors and Clerk, April, 1886
80 00
Taking census 1886
16 00
Assessors, 1885
60 00
Insurance
225 00
Repairs, Kendall street
301 31
Fence, Grammar School lot
44 68
McMurdie investigation
8 50
$7,839 07
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Amount brought forward
Paid District note due May, 1885
"
"
July,
"
bonddueNov. "
Paid coupons and interest

$7,839 07
894
2,500
1,000
407

Paid balance against district per last report.

32
00
00
43
$4,801 75
1,213 18
$13,854 00

LIABILITIES OF THE

DISTRICT.

Note due July 15, 1886
1887
Outstanding bills estimated
Balance due from District

$2,500
2,500
100
1,334

00
00
00
73

$6,434 73
RESOURCES.

Uncollected taxes
Tuition bills

$1,270 13*
30 00
$1,300 13

Vouchers for all payments for the past and previous years are on
file at the office of the City Treasurer.
ESTIMATE FOI: 1886-7.

For note due July 15. 1886
Interest
Abatements, commission and discounts
Teachers
Janitors
Fuel
Printing, binding and advertising
Repairs
Water
Assessors, Directors and Clerk
Outstanding bills
Balance due from District

$2,500
207
700
5,500
387
700
100
300
150
140
100
1,334

00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
73

$12,119 23

VILLaGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Estimated amount from city
From taxes, &c
To be provided for

73

5,400 00
1,000 00
$6,400 00
5,719 23
$12,119 23

Property valuation of District, 1885, $3,360,698.
Rate of taxation, 2 mills.
Number of scholars, April, 1885, 1,209.
Number of scholars, April, 1886, 1,357.
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STATEMENT OF CITY

TREASURER.

DR.

April 16, 1885.

To Balance
Apportionment, 1885
Assessment,
"
Supplementary tax

$1,579
5,010
7,700
2

84
09
00
00

$14,291 93
CR.

By paid on Mayor's warrants
Discount on taxes
Abatements
Cash paid W. R. Smith, Treasurer
Balance including uncollected taxes

$5,010
404
270
7,336
1,270

09
09
68
94
13

$14,291 93
Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R ,

Treasurer.

Augusta, April, 1886.

ACCOUNT OF COLLECTOR.
DR.

Balance including uncollected taxes, April 16, 1 8 8 5 . . . . $1,579 84
Assessment for 1885
7,700 00
Supplementary taxes collected
2 00
$9,281 84
CR.

Cash paid W. R. Smith, treasurer
Discount on taxes
Abatements
Balance including uncollected taxes

7,336
404
270
1,270

94
09
68
13

$9,281 84
Respectfully submitted,
GUY TURNER,
Augusta, April, 1886.

Collector.

Mr. G. A. Robertson, Pr
Miss A. E. Colby, '
f.
e.
miller,
" S.L.Avery,
I.
» L.E.Parke,
[
" A. Fickels,
" A. L. Towne,
Miss E. E. Jones
'• A. R. Wheeler
" F. Choate
Miss A. L. Kenned}'....
'* E . l . Howe
" M. F. Phinney
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TEACHERS.

Some changes in teachers were made at the beginning of thespring term, a year ago, and were noted in our last report. Therehave been none since.
Miss Fannie E. Miller, who was then appointed 2d assistant in
the grammar school, after acting for five terms as assistant in the
principal's room, has served satisfactorily in her present position,
and Miss Annie L. Town, who took the place vacated by MissMiller, is filling that position well and qualifying herself for a better
one by-and-bye.
Miss Emma Howe, who was at the same time elected teacher o f
the Grove street sub-primary school, has more than fulfilled our expectations. She has devoted her time and strength fully and successfully to acquiring the work of her grade—perhaps the most
difficult grade to teach in our whole course—and applying her
acquirements to the benefit of her pupils.
It is unnecessary to specially mention any others of our teachers ;.
their devotion, faithfulness and success are well known.

SCHOOLS.

Our schools have progressed satisfactorily during the year.
Not content to rest on the laurels already won, our teachers are p r o gressive, always ready to modify their methods in an} - way that shalL
make them better.
Certain methods of teaching have grown up in our schools and
have become, to a certain extent, fixed ; but they are not so crystallized but what they are continually changing, always, however, in
one direction, that of simplifying teaching and rendering it more
practical.
In the sub-primary grade, kindergarten methods are employed to
a considerable extent. No books are used except for reading. The
idea of number and simple combinations are taught from real obobjects, and no attempt is made to teach abstract numbers, the
comprehension of which is impossible to young children. They are
taught to put words together to express ideas, only using such words
as they have first learned the meaning of, and in every way the foun-

VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

77

•dations are here laid, upon which to build the future intellectual
•edifice.
In the primary grade, the work is carried on upon the same general principles. But little use is made of books here, although necessarily somewhat more than in the lower grade ; the readers, wordprimer and primar}' arithmetic being the only text books used.
Oral instruction is given in the elements of geography—as the geography of the school room, town, etc.—as a preparation for the systematic study of the subject, and map-drawing is begun. The
teaching of language is prominent in this grade.
During his six years in the grammar school, the pupil is to acquire
his common school education, and to be fitted for the practical business of life. Hence it should be, and is, the aim of our teachers to
make the grammar school course eminently practical.
Without taking the time and space to review the methods used in all branches,
we will mention a few, from which the whole can be judged.
Grammar.
From the beginning of his school course, the pupil is
led to put words together properly into sentences, gradually increasing their length and complexity, and learning by practice and precept the few simple rules of construction inherent in the English
language. " T h e practice and habit of speaking and writing correctly" are cultivated, and these are thought to be better attained by
teaching children to construct than to pull down sentences.
During the last part of the course, technical grammar is taught;
but we believe that, for the future, a purely English grammar should
be used, such as Sill's Practical Lessons in English, instead of the
partially anglicized Latin grammar hitherto in vogue.
Arithmetic.
" T h e object of this stucby is to prepare pupils to
perform rapidly and accurately the calculations demanded by mercantile pursuits and business life generally."
If this object be kept in view, main- of the exercises which serve
only for mental gymnastics will be eliminated from our arithmetics,
and we believe the methods used by our teachers do keep this object
in view.
Briefly, our methods deal mostly with concrete numbers ; exclude
combinations of large numbers which rarely occur in practical use ;
teach decimals in the form of U. S. money, at the same time with
intergers ; involve a large amount of drill on the rapid combination
of numbers ; do not waste time upon fractions with large denominators which are never used in business calculations, but teach the rapid
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combinations of simple fractions by inspection, without unnecessarily confusing the pupil by talking of "common denominators"—in
fact, not using any technical terms that can be avoided ; thoroughly
drill the pupil in percentage, mostly by the method of fractional
parts, with which lie is already thoroughly conversant, and then
teach him to apply the principles of percentage to the business operations involved in profit and loss, commission, interest, etc.
Especially, all these subjects are taught by leading the pupil to
acquire new knowledge by applying that which he already has—the
pupil who understands addition having a key that, rightly used, will
unlock the whole of arithmetic—and never beginning a subject by
teaching a rule. Rides are little used, and never until the subject is
first mastered by induction. Special attention is given to the practical business applications of arithmetic, and very little to those
parts that are more for show than use.
Boole Keeping was introduced into the first class last year, and the
work done has been considerably increased the present year. The
pupils are furnished with day-book, cash-book and ledger, in which
they record various mercantile transactions, real or imaginary. The
books used during the winter term are very creditable.
Geography, in addition to the instruction derived from the textbooks, is taught with a view to its commercial importance and its
practical application in traveling.
Map-drawing has been considered very useful, and is required
during the entire course, the more advanced pupils drawing, a part
of the time, from memory.
U. S. History is studied from the text book, but the pupils are
required to recite in their own words. It is then reviewed by topics,
the pupils gathering information from anj- source available on the
topic under consideration.
The Young People's History of Maine is used as a reading book,
pupils thereby acquiring a knowledge of the history of their own
State.
PHYSIOLOGY.

In obedience to the mandates of the law passed by the last Legislature, the study of physiology and hygiene has been introduced into our schools. In selecting books and methods, we have been
guided by both the letter and spirit of the law, which requires primarily, the teaching of physiology and hygiene, secondarily, t h a t
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such teaching shall have special reference to the effects of stimulants
and narcotics.
Oral instruction is given in the lower grades—in the sub-primary
from Calkin's Teachers' Manual, and in the primary from Misses
Buckelew and Lewis' "Practical Work in the School Room, Part I , "
and in the grammar school, Blaisdell's " O u r Bodies and How We
Live." is used as a text-book.
Music.
Singing has been taught, as during the previous year, by the
different teachers in their respective classes, but a large part of the
instruction in the grammar school building has been given by Miss
L. E. Parke, 4th assistant, who has accomplished results far beyond
any that have ever been realized here before, especially in sightreading, of three parts, in her own class.
Miss Parke has had the general instruction of the school when assembled in the principal's room, and lias had excellent success in
teaching them to sing two-part pieces.
We believe it would lie for the advantage of all our schools could
Miss Parke be employed next year to teach singing exclusively in
the high school and the schools of the Village and Williams districts.
FREE' TEXT

BOOKS.

The directors were ordered, at the last school meeting, to report
upon the subject of free text books.
The free text book plan was recommended to the district in 1875,
was adopted at the annual meeting, and rejected at an adjourned
meeting. The feeling then was that while the district was so heavily
in debt, it was not judicious to make any increase in its annual expenses. As we are nearly out of debt, and our school tax will now
be lower than it has been for man}" years, it is thought a favorable
time to again consider the question.
As an abstract proposition, the claims of free text books rest upon
the same basis as the claims of free schools, an argument for the
latter is one for the former. We do not. however, intend to argue
the question on abstract principles, but will present some concrete
facts from the practical experience of others, leaving the people of
the district to arrive at their own conclusions.

city
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The

following

is c o n d e n s e d from a

c o m m u n i c a t i o n of T h o m a s

T a s h , E s q . , now S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of S c h o o l s in P o r t l a n d , b u t a t the
t i m e of w r i t i n g o c c u p y i n g t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n in L e w i s t o n :
1. Books are ready at the proper time. When parents furnish books,
much time is lost to the scholars. P a r e n t s are also subjected to much inconvenience, especially those with large families and slender incomes.
2. Every child is supplied with all the books needed. The city label in
a book is no longer a mark of pauperism. Our schools are, as they never
were before, absolutely free schools.
3. Uniformity in books.
•i. Considerable latitude can be allowed in the selection of books without increasing the expense of them. In the successive classes, different
books adapted to the progress of the pupils, as in U. 8. History for instance, might be used on the same subject with no additional expense.
5. Books are more entirely under the control of the teacher;—e. g., he
can prevent books being taken home by those pupils to whom study at
home is injurious.
0. fiooks furnished by the city are much more carefully used and better
kept than when owned by the children. This is uniformly found to be
true there being four parties interested in the preservation of these books
—school officers, teachers, parents and children.
7. When relieved from the constantly recurring expense of procuring
school books, parents are found more ready to procure other books for
reference on the same topics.
S. Convenience in making transfers. Pupils can be sent to a higher or
lower class, when necessary, without incurring expense which might otherwise prevent its being done.
9. The free supply of books increases both the number of pupils entering- school, and t h e length of time on the average t h a t they remain there.
It increases the number from 5 to 10 per cent.

T h e following is q u o t e d from t h e L e w i s t o n school r e p o r t of t w o
years later date :
" 1 . Books are ready at the proper time, and no day is lost.
2. Xo scholar's feelings are wounded by bearing in his book the label
"Town Property."
3. It secures the advantages of "uniformity,"' and admits of desirable
variety without increased cost or any inconvenience.
•i. Books are more entirely under t h e control of t h e teacher, as they
should be.
5. They are more carefully k e p t ; not only parents and children, but
school officers and teachers being interested in their preservation.
6. There is less embarrassment in promoting pupils from grade to
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grade. Scholars can now afford to be promoted; if promoted on trial,
books do not stand in the way of a fair trial.
". It results in an increased attendance on school.
8. The first cost of books and stationery is from a third toone-linlf less
than when individuals buy their own, and books are used until worn out.
9. The plan proves popular, not least with the wealthy.
10. It seems justifiable on general principles, as much as the procuring
of other supplies.
11. It is much better for those who are able, and wish to own books at
home, to buy reference and collateral books than books used in the schools.
Books on the same subjects, by different authors, are very useful."
BATH.

Free text hooks were adopted in Bath in l.xr.8. After six years
experience of the plan, the following results were given :
"The past year, the average whole number of pupils being 1,703, and
the cost of school books .sl.i'.U.'J."), gives the cost per pupil 7"> cents and a
fraction of another cent This is perhaps about one-quarter of its cost per
scholar, to that before the books were furnished by the city. This is a
mere estimate. I have no means at present of knowing the exact cost to
the parents of the city of school books when they were provided at their
own expense. I think, however, the parents who in former years furnished
books for their children, will be ready to allow that the general average of
the cost of books was not less than .$3.0(1 for each child pel' annum."
ORONO.

In this town free text books were first adopted in 1874. All the
scholars having hooks of the proper kinds were required to continue
to use them, so that new books were purchased only for scholars entering school or advancing to higher classes. In 1870, the town
voted to set apart two hundred dollars annually to be expended by
the school committee for school books. Although the school popul a t i o n has numbered from six to seven hundred, and great care and
rigid economy were necessary to get the needed supplies without
overdrawing the appropriation, yet the task has been accomplished
so successfully that during the year 1879, the amount expended for
books was only 8 M 0.29, and yet every scholar attending school was
supplied with all the books he needed or could use, and the number
of different scholars registered for the year was 527. In their annual
report the committee said :
••This expense divided among those attending school, made it
cost the town twenty-six and three-fourths cents for books for each
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pupil. We deem this the most economical method for obtaining our
needed annual supply. We are satisfied that the cost, in any event,
is not one-fourth of that under the old method pursued."
The following are the advantages that Orono claims to have derived from the free text book plan :
'•1st. It saves expense. The books are purchased in large quantities,
directly from the publishers, and at a discount of from 33)o to 40 per cent,
from retail prices, freight paid for first supply. These are in use continually till worn out or exchanged for new ones. The lifetime of a book is
longer in the higher than in the lower grades of schools, as a result of
better care on the part of the pupil, and the total cost per annum will not
exceed on the average seventy-live cents to each scholar, or one-third the
former cost, in my opinion.
2d. It is tin; most convenient inct]mil. On the first day of each term, all
the teachers are furnished with a full supply for immediate use, which
they distribute and charge to the scholars, keeping a strict account with
each one. The whereabouts of any particular book can thus be told at any
time, and if it receives injury the scholar liable therefor is also known.
Xo time is lost to the scholar from a lack of books because his parents or
guardians are unable or unwilling to furnish them, but he is enabled to go
to work at once upon the lessons assigned him.
3d. It supplies nil tlir luniks needeil. There is no longer any ill feeling
between parent or teacher because the needed book is not forthcoming at
once. Parents have felt grieved in former times because of their liability
to get ready nil the books without delay, but this is now happily avoided.
4th. It secures uniformity of text books. How much valuable school time
has been lost on account of a multiplicity of text books, only those who
have had practical experience know. I have seen a class in geography
come forward to recite with three different kinds of books, and the class
had to be separated into three divisions for recitation, or some of them
compelled to recite from a book they had not studied. Now we have no
such condition of affairs, and I know of no way in which the desired uniformity can be so readily secured.
oth. It insures a complete classification. The scholars are now, after
careful written examination, put to work in classes according to their ability to perform the tasks assigned them, and the class is not kept back by
inability of any one or two to keep up, neither is any one compelled to use
any book not suitable for him. And we all know that with fewer classes
the teacher can give more time to each class.
Oth. It increases tin- number of scholars attemling school. Now no one remains out of school from a lack of books, neither does he feel himself an
object of charity because he studies a book belonging to the town. On the
contrary, each scholar has as good and as may books as any other scholar
if he needs them, and is in this respect the equal of any other. The advantages to the community of a large attendance at the public schools are
not to be overlooked or neglected, and it seems to me that any good scheme
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which shall secure this without fail, is 'a consummation most devoutly to
be wished.'—Our schools are now absolutely free, and there is nothing
whatever to hinder the child of the most humble origin from acquiring a
good, practical education."
WATERVILLE

This town a d o p t e d free t e x t b o o k s in 1 8 7 7 .

From the commit-

tee's report, of 1878, we m a k e t h e following e x t r a c t :
"This plan of furnishing text books free to the schools has now been in
operation a little less than one y e a r ; a length of time not sufficient to enable the committee, from experience, to come to any very definite conclusion in regard to it, in some of its aspects ; yet it is certain t h a t there are
many advantages attending it.
In the first place we find, contrary to our expectations, that pupils, as a
rule, take much better care of the books belonging to the town, than t h e y
were accustomed to take of their o w n ; thus cultivating a habit, valuable
as an element in their education.
Secondly, the books are obtained at a large discount from retail prices
—a discount ranging from 30 per cent, to 4."> per cent. Books for the High
School, where, in some cases, only a few are wanted in a year, and published by houses of whom small purchases are made, are necessarily
bought at a less discount than books which are in constant use, and purchased in larger quantities. In no instance has the discount been less than
25 per cent. We have no means of determining what may have been the
average yearly expense to the parent for each child, when he purchased
books for his children at retail; but the expense, per scholar, for books
supplied by the town, has beeu $1.07, and a small fraction. This will
undoubtedly diminish considerably after this year, since the schools will
have had their first full supply, which will remain in use, of course, till
the books are worn out.
T h i r d : no small amount of time, in the aggregate, is saved by having
all the pupils supplied with books at the beginning,—on the very first day
of the term. There is no waiting, on the part of the teacher and class, for
dilatory parents to supply their children with books. All are supplied at
once, and vexatious hindrances, which often arise in a class from a lack of
the requisite number of books, are avoided.
F o u r t h : It facilitates classification, exchanges and transfers, and increases the number in attendance."
W e also q u o t e from t h e r e p o r t of 1879 :
" T h e plan adopted two years ago, of furnishing the schools with text
book at the public expense, has been shown, by the experience of these
two years, to carry with it even greater advantages than were anticipated.
Before .its adoption we had looked upon it as an experiment, which, from
its alleged success elsewhere, we were more than willing to see put upon
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trial iii this town, yet in its success here we had not sufficient confidenceto urge its adoption. But after an experience of two years, we are prepared to say we should regret to see the plan abandoned."'
A letter just received from the chairman of the committee s a y s :
'•It would not do for us to go back to the old system. The first,
cost is greatest. The first 3-ear it cost us some $1,100 ; since introduction it has cost from $300 to $500 per annum ; meanwhile the
number of pupils has more than doubled.'
The following from the report of the State Superintendent of
Common Schools for 1SS0, is by one of our leading educators :
"As I see the further working of the phin of free text books in cities and
towns in this and other States, where adopted, I am the_ more strengthened
in the opinion that it is the true system of supply in public schools. It
may be better that municipalities should be left to adopt it of their own
free will, and then they will take an interest in the plan. At any rate, its
advantages ought to be generally known and a trial of it strongly recommended. Its merits and success where used prompt to this. The economy
of the plan to parents, and its usefulness to the schools are arguments in
its favor.—THOMAS TASH, Portland."

Free text books were adopted by State law in Massachusetts in
18.S4. Although no State educational report has been published lateenough to show the results of this action, such information as hasbeen received, indicates that, as was anticipated, the increase in the
number attending school has been very great. A reason for expecting this result was that the abolition of rate bills in Connecticut,
California and New York—a tax which amounted to only from $2.50
to $3.00 for each pupil, about the same as the cost of books—was
followed by an increase of the number of pupils in school, amounting in California to one-sixteenth, in Connecticut to eleven thousand,
in New York to seventy-eight thousand.
In order to make a fair presentation of this question in all itsbearings, we would now cite testimony unfavorable to the adoption
of free text books, but we are unable to find any. The plan is now
in use in a large number of the cities and towns of the State, a n d
is everywhere satisfactory.
Without wearying your patience by any further citations of others''
experience, we leave the question to be decided by the aggregate
common sense of the district.
Should the free text book plan be adopted this year, we recom-
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mend that books be supplied only to those newly entering school,
and those passing to higher classes where a change of books is involved. In this way the change will be made gradually and the cost
spread over two or three years, and it will not involve the throwing
away of the books already owned by the-pupils. It should also take
effect at the beginning of the school year in September.
Under this plan the appropriation required for the coming year,
as nearly as we can estimate it, would be $S.")0. This will supply
the text books needed, writing and drawing books, etc. The cost
for the second year will be about the same, but after that, considerably less.
FRENCH

SCHOLARS.

We are getting to have quite a large population of Canadian
French, and the present school census shows among them 20G
scholars, for whom we draw school money, fifty per cent, of whom
ought to be in school. A few of these are in our graded schools,
but most of them do not understand English sufficiently to lie profitably taught there. The only practicable way to deal with this class,
seems to be by the establishment of an ungraded school expressly
for them, where they can be taught until fitted to enter some class
in the grammar school. A teacher fitted for teaching this sort of
school, can be furnished by the State Superintendent at any time,
from the Madawaska Training School. When such a school is established, it will be possible to enforce the compulsory education
law among this class of our population, and not till then. This
matter seems to us worthy of serious consideration, and action
should not be long deferred.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

The whole number of scholars between 7 and 15 years of age in
the district, according to the school census just taken, is 030.
In the public schools of the district, there were registered, last
term, 4*!t pupils of these ages, and in the high school, 12, making
in public schools, 501. This leaves 129 scholars between 7 and 15
not attending. As several of these are known to be in private
schools, and as the numlier of French scholars of those ages is
about 100, it appears that there are very few—certainly not over 20
in the district, of American born children, between the ages
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named, who are out of school. This result of our investigation was
unexpected, and is very gratifying.
Much improvement is, however, to be desired in the regularity of
attendance of those who are enrolled in our schools. The average
attendance has varied usually from 80 to 85 per cent. It is not
credible that from 15 to 20 per cent, of the pupils in our schools are
kept at home by illness, and it is rarely that any other valid reason
exists for absence.
REPAIKS.

We were unexpectedly compelled to build a bank-wall, and do
considerable grading, at the Kendall street schoolhouse, in order to
save from further injury the building, the walls of which were becoming badly cracked from the action of frost on the foundation. I t
was also necessary to make repairs on the building, and to build a
new privy.
The expense involved, about $325, was considerably in excess of
the amount provided for repairs. There should be a new privy
building erected at the Grove street schoolhouse this year, and some
repairs must be made upon the roof of the grammar school building.
Aside from these, we know of only the ordinary small repairs that
occur every year.
W M . R. S M I T H ,
)
J O H N W. M U R P H Y . [ Directors.
J. 0 . WEBSTER.

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT.

To the Citizens of the Williams School District :
The Directors herewith submit their fourth annual report.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE TREASURER OF THE CITY OF AUGUSTA,
AS RELATES TO WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
ENDING MARCH 30th,

1886.

To the Honorable Board of Directors of the Williams School
of the City of Augusta :

District

GENTLEMEN • I respectfully submit my account as Treasurer and
Collector for said District, since the 30th day of March, 1885 :
DR.

To balance uncollected taxes, March 30, 1885
Apportionment for 1885
Assessment for 1885

$171 96
1,919 37
923 52
*3,014 85

CR.

June.

July.

Stella Barton, teacher
H . S. Chadbourn, teacher
A. H. Dana,
"
Weston Lewis,
"
J . A. Brick,
"
P. S. Knowles,
•'
J. Harvey, labor
Mrs. Kinney, labor
G.A.Crosby,-'
Willie Kempton, labor
Levi W Brown, labor
W H. Libby, for assessors
for taking census
Gaslin & Tolman

$99
88
88
137
88
88
4
2
33
4
14
30
10
2

00
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
25
00
00
00
00
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Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Dec.

CITY OK AUGUSTA.

J. F . Pierce, books
Badger it Manley, printing
S. J. Milliken
Sturgis, Lambard & Co.,
J . A. Jones & Co
Maine Central R. R., freight
E. Stone & Co.. coal
C. W. Clark, furniture
Smith & Reid, binding
H. G. Staples, window shades
G. A. Crosby, labor
Jones & Thorndike
Mrs. Nichols, labor
R. B. Turner, "
Jones & Thorndike
P. S. Knowles, teacher
A . h . Dana,
"
Stella Barton,
"
J . Selbing,
"
J. A. Brick,
"
Weston Lewis,
"
Willie Kempton, labor
Levi Brown,
"
Lottie Ray,
"
g. A. Crosby,
"
A. P . Gould,
"
Levi Brown,
"
Charles White, wood
Geo. Crosby
Chas. E. Nash, for assessors
Henry Cable, labor
C. Beale. & Co
W. H. Williams
Ward & Cogan
C. E. Nash, printing
J. Kempton, wood
Maine Central R. R., freight
C. W Clark, furniture
Geo E. Macomber, insurance
C. E. Nash, printing

3 65
30 75
3 40
2 48
148 25
4 28
67 27
74 00
9 50
36 20
10 00
26 37
2 00
2 90
2 32
112 00
112 00
126 00
112 00
112 CO
175 00
5 00
15 00
3 00
42 00
12 35
12 00
31 25
36 00
30 00
9 37
60
2 90
14 55
4 00
1 25
97
19 25
60 00
6 25
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Dec.
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S. J. Milliken, books
Abatements
D. A. Cony & Co
J. A. Brick, teacher
A . H . D a n a , ••
J . Selbing,
"
P . S. Knowles, teacher
Willie Kempton, labor
Lottie Ray,
••
Stella Barton teacher
Chas. White, wood
Weston Lewis
T. A. Leighton
Tax Collector, 1884

17 20
If! 08
OK 52
'JO 00
90 00
90 00
90 00
6 00
3 00
108 00
31 25
150 00
4 00
10 00
82,993 91
20 94

Uncollected taxes

$3,014 85
Respectfully submitted,
GUY T U R N E R , Treasurer

and

Collector.

April 6, 1880.

The report of the Treasurer shows the expenditures for the past
year to have been the sum of
$2,993 91
There are unpaid outstanding bills amounting to
119 25
Total
The appropriation was
Leaving a balance of

S3,113 10
3,014 85
$98 31

Expenditure in excess of appropriation. This arises from paymentof premiums on insurance policies renewed
$00 00
Collector's bill for 1884
10 00
Assessors'
•'
30 00
New seats for Grammar School
19 25
Total

#119 25
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Each of which said items were not taken into account in making
the appropriation for that 3-ear.
Assets on hand and uncollected taxes, $20.94.
The estimate for fiscal year ending in March, 1887, are for support of schools, wages of teachers, ordinary repairs, school supplies,
fuel, janitor and music
$2,950 00
For assessment of taxes
30 00
Collecting taxes
30 00
Taking census
10 00
Abatements
20 00
Total

$3,040 00

An additional sum for shingling roof of east side of schoolhouseon School street, and repair of roof of schoolhouse on Middle
street, estimated at $100, should be raised, making a total of $3,040.00. This may lie provided for as follows:
By uncollected taxes
Apportionment
Assessment
Total

$20 94
1,950 00
1,069 06
$3,040 00

As this is essential for the proper maintenance of the schools, we
doubt not but that the citizens of the Williams District will most
willingly raise the amount required. Each year our schools and its
system improves, until now the child who steps into the Primary department passes through the Intermediate, and thence into and through
the Grammar into the High school, and finally graduates on the
verge of womanhood or manhood, with as good scholarship standing as can be found in the State.
The excellent standing in the past, of our schools, has even beeD
surpassed the past year, the system becoming more and more perfected year by year. Mr. Lewis, the principal of the Grammar
school, has made perceptible improvements, systematic and thorough
in his course of instruction, ably, perhaps more ably than ever,
aided and assisted by Miss Knowles, a teacher of rare qualification
and merit, is making this a model school. Of Miss Barton, we need
but say, her long experience, apt ways and pleasant government,
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places her school alongside of any in the city. Miss Dana, who
was transferred from the position of assistant teacher in the Grammar school, to the charge of the Primary department, taking the
place of Miss Chadbourn, seems to have been assigned to the right
place. The Primary department, under her skillful and careful
training, ably assisted by Miss Brick, is giving this school a standing of the first order
It is no ordinary task to gain and keep alive
the interest of the small scholars in this school, and to the untiring
energy of Miss Dana and Miss Brick, we note a very perceptible
improvement. There is every reason for the teacher of the primary
department being placed upon the same financial grade as that of
the Intermediate, in fact it is the most diflicnlt and arduous of
schools. Miss Selbing, who took the place of Miss Knowles a t
Pettingill's Corner, is a3 - oung teacher of some experience. She has
made fair progress, and with more experience, will make a good
teacher we have no doubt.
It is for the interest of the District that the teachers be retained ;
it is believed the change of teachers from one school to another, has
been productive of beneficial results. An increase of the salary of
the Grammar school teacher is a serious matter for the consideration
of the District. It is believed that in no other part of the State can
thus be found one person performing the duties of his position so
well and so ably, at so moderate a salary. We believe that an exercise in music twice a week would be highly beneficial to the scholars.
As we understand, instruction in elementary and vocal music can lie
obtained at a sum not exceeding fifty cents per scholar per annum.
"Would it not be well to appropriate support for that purpose ?
The report of Weston Lewis, the Grammar school teacher, is
hereto appended.
E. W whitehouse, , 1 r>- *
Directors
D. A.
cony,
IT'H- ,,
wm.
h.
libby,
Williams
j.
h.
manley,
be/tool
w.
h.
williams,
District.

r E P O r T OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

To the Directors of Williams

District,

Gentlemen:
I herewith submit my annual report of Williams
Grammar School.
The year began April 13, 1*85, and closed
March 2fi, 1S.S0, including three terms, averaging twelve weeks
each. Seventy-two different scholars have been registered in the
department during the year. Nine were graduated last June. The
attendance has been larger than the previous y e a r ; yet we are confident that all of the scholars in the district are not availing themselves of the opportunity of attending school.
Some come for only
a few weeks of each term, and are called out to do manual labor.
To them the class drills are lost, and upon their return the grade of
the school is lowered. This evil, with now and then a case of truancy, is, in a great measure, without a remedy.
The progress is also retarded for want of a spacious school building. It is useless to say more upon this subject, as it would be a
repetition of what has been said in the past. By request you kindly
supplied us with a few more seats in the assistant's room, which
added much to the comfort and welfare of the school.
Miss Knowles, the successor of Miss Dana, who was called to act
as principal in the primary department of the district, has had
charge of the third and fourth classes during the fall and winter
terms. She is a prompt and accurate teacher, and the progress
made in her division speaks louder than words in her behalf.
Her
method of instruction is such as cannot fail to arouse the energy of
her pupils.
The first and second classes have performed their work faithfully.
Two in the first are already well fitted for the High School. The
second is large and interesting, and their examinations proved beyond a doubt that the progress has been thorough and satisfactory.
The records of last year give 470 scholars in the district, and 230
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were the most at any one term that received instructions under the
district's jurisdiction, while this year 467 names are found upon the
book, and 295 have attended our schools. In connection with this
we present a tabular statement, giving the whole and average
attendance in the different schools.
CONCLUSION.

In reviewing the school year, we find much to congratulate ourselves upon in the several departments. The standard of the schools
has taken a step in advance of the previous year. The teachers
have devoted their time and energy to their work, the result of which
we leave with you to report. May the time come when the scliools
of Williams District will step to the front. The disadvantage experienced from inconvenient schoolrooms is checking the progress year
by year. A modern school-building is the first requirement toward
elevating the standard of the schools.
Respectfully submitted,
WESTON LEWIS.

STATISTICAL

TABLE.

• First term of 11 weeks. Seeoml term ol 14 weeks Third term of 1-2 weeks.
April 18, to June 2~.
Sept. U, to Dee. IS.
J a n . i, 's.1, to Mar. 20, 'SO.
SCHOOLS.

Grammar School,
School Street,
Intermediate School,
Middle Street,

TKAI.'IIEKS.

Weston Lewis, Prin.
Miss A. H. Dana, 1st T
Miss P. S. Knowles, 2d, .'id T . .

Whole Average Whole Average Whole Average
Number. Number. Number. Number. Number. Number.

48

4.",

4!)

:>c,

50

54

IS

43

53

39

104

1)2

(52

81

58

40

35

38

43

35

.I.J

Miss J . A. Brick, Asst

Primarj' School,
Middle Street,

Miss h. S. Chadbourn. 1st T . . .
Miss A. h, Dana, 2d & lid T . . .
Miss J. A. Brick, Asst.

Mixed School,
Pettingill's Corner,

Miss P. S. Knowles, 1st T
Miss J . Selbing, 2d & 3.1 T
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INSTRUCTIONS TO TEACHERS IN REGARD TO CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

MDII-S.

This is a contagious disease, and occurs chiefly in childhood, youth and
early manhood. About twhe days after the child has been exposed to
mumps, he will begin to complain of tenderness in the depression immediately under the lobule of the ear, and this will be followed by swelling
in the same place. This swelling is firm, but slightly elastic, and presses
the lobule of the ear outward. It gradually increases for a few days, then
remains stationary a short time, and then declines. The total duration of
the disease is from eight to ten 0<tys. In most cases the swelling occurs on
both sides. If only one side has been affected, the disease may occur at
some subsequent period. The left side is usually the first affected. The
other children, in the family where the disease exists, need not be excluded
from school, but should be carefully watched for its symptoms for tiro
weeks after the disease has disappeared.

AVHOOPING

COUGH—"CHIN-COUGH.""

This disease is highly contagious. Most cases occur between the ages of
one year and eight years, but it occasionally occurs in adults, and even old
people who have not been attacked previously. It is in nearly all instances, if not in all, contracted by inhaling the breath of the patient, and
is not, so far as I can learn, ever carried by a third person. Hence, (inly
those who actually have the disease need be kept out of school. This disease usually lasts from tvn to three months. It comes on in about ten iliiya
after exposure. As the breath is the great source of contagion, children
should not be allowed to return to school until they are entirely free from
the spasmodic cough.
CHICKEN

POX.

This is the shortest and mildest of the eruptive fevers, and its chief importance lies in its liability to be confounded with small pox. It is highly
contagious, so t h a t few children escape who are exposed to it. The disease
begins about fifteen or seventeen days after exposure. As it lasts only mie
week usually, and never of itself endangers life, nor seriously incommodes
t h e patient, it is not necessary to exclude from school any except those
actually having the disease.
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SMALL P O X .

This is mi extremely contagious disease, and its poison is very liable to
be disseminated by means of clothing or r a g s . It begins about thirteen
days after exposure, with chill, fever, and intense pain in the head and
back, the eruption occurring in about forty-eight hours. The patient
should bo quarantined for at least t w o weeks after recovery, and all others
in the same house, for the same time after the recovery of the case, or removal of the patient to a hospital, and thorough disinfection of the premises. No child should be allowed to attend school until he has been successfully vaccinated.
MEASLES.

This disease is highly contagious, usually through the a i r ; though it
may al«o be communicated by the breath, and has sometimes been carried
long distances upon articles of clothing, and thus given to others. From
su to l< a ihtijs elapse from the time of exposure to the commencement
of the disease, which begins with fever and severe catarrhal symptoms
that can hardly be distinguished from those of a severe cold, the eruption
beginning on the fourth d a y . This eruption usually begins upon the forehead and neck, then the face, and then goes over the body. The fever
reaches its height about the sixth or seventh d a y . The whole course of
the disease is about ttn> tn-e/.s.
Children who have measles, and those in a family where measles has a p peared, should not be allowed to return to school until tini weeks after the
rash has disappeared.
SCARLET

FEVER.

Other common names for this disease are, Scarlatina, Scarlet Rash a n d
Canker Hash, but they all mean the same disease.
This is one of the most frequent and fatal of the contagious diseases.
It occurs most frequently between the ages of three years and ten years.
Most adults possess immunity from Scarlet Fever, although they m a y not
have had it in childhood. The disease usually manifests itself in from
time to si.e days after exposure to it, though it has been known to begin in
twenty-four hours. It generally begins with a chill and vomiting, followed
by high fever, the eruption occurring in 24 hours. It presents in a marked
degree the distinguishing characteristics of the infectious maladies. I t is
highly contagious, is disseminated by exposure to patients, and is very a p t
to be carried by clothing. The virus of Scarlet Fever possesses such r e markable vitality that it may remain about a room or be carried b y clothing for many months. Therefore particular care should be taken about
disinfecting the rooms in which patients have been sick with Scarlet Fever,
and all articles of clothing that may, by any possibility, have been exposed
to contagion, before children are allowed to return to school.
As the distance to which the disease is contagious is short, it is often possible to limit it by isolating the child first attacked and allowing no communication with the nurse. In this w a y the other children often escape.
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A convalescent child should not be allowed to mingle with other children
for at least Jive iw/'x after the disappearance of the fever and rash, and
then only when the room where he was sick, and all clothing that has been
in it or upon him, has been thoroughly disinfected ; and all other children,
from the same house should be excluded from school for the same length
of time.
Dii'irrnEHiA.
Although the disease has been known to physicians for many centuries,
it is only within a comparatively short time that it has been considered to
be contagious. It may be imparted to others by a person actually, or lately suffering from it. It may also be carried by a person not actually
affected by it. The germs of this disease seem to have an especial affinity
for the walls of rooms, and may attach themselves to clothing and articles
of furniture. They may also enter the system through the air, through
the food, and through the drinking water. T h e disease usually begins in
from two to eiijht days after exposure, often commencing with a chill, followed by fever, but frequently without marked s y m p t o m s ; but sometimes
the germs remain about the person for weeks before the complaint makes
its appearance. It most often occurs between the ages of one year and fifteen years. As soon as a case of Diphtheria occurs in a family, all the
children of that family should be at once excluded from school, and none
should be allowed to return until tin, weeks after the membrane has disappeared from the throat, and then only after a thorough disinfection of the
house and the clothing.
DISINSECTION.

One of the readiest and most efficient means of disinfecting a room in
which an infectious disease has occurred, is to burn in it two pounds of
sulphur, for a room ten feet square, or in that proportion, and leave the
smoke in it for twenty-four hours, having the doors and windows closed.
Then, if possible, the room should be thoroughly cleaned and newly
papered and whitewashed. Articles that have been used about the patient,
such as sheets, etc., should be soaked in a solution of 8 ounces of sulphate
of zinc, 4 ounces of common salt, and 2 gallons of water, before beingboiled and washed. Articles that cannot be washed should be sprayed
with a solution of carbolic acid, one p a r t to forty, after being fumigated.

REPORT OF TiJE BOARD OF HEALTH.

To the Honorable City Council of the City of

Augusta:

The ordinance establishing a Board of Health for said city passed
May "2d, 1885, makes it the duty of such Board, " o n the 31st day
of March, of each year, to make report to the city council of their
doings for the year ending on said 31st day of March."
The Board of Health provided for by said ordinance, duly appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Board of Aldermen, to
w i t : Mr. Hiram Reed for one year, Drs. Geo. W Martin and w.
Scott Hill for two years, and Mr. R. B. Capen and Dr. wm. B.
Lapham for three years, met agreeably to tlie requirements of said
ordinance, and organized by the choice of Dr. Geo. W. Martin as
President and William B. Lapham as Secretary and executive officer of the Board. The latter was duly sworn to tlie faithful discharge of his duties.
At a meeting of the Board holden on the 10th of May, the President and Secretary were made a committee to draft Ordinances Relating to Public Health, and submit the same to the City Council for
their approval and adoption. The committee attended to the duties
assigned it, and the Ordinances submitted, modified somewhat by
the City Council and then passed are as follows :
" I n pursuance of authority given in Chapter 14, of the Revised
Statutes of the State of Maine, the City Council of the City of Augusta, do hereby promulgate the following rules and regulations for
the lietter preservation of the public health and for protection
against infectious and contagious diseases .
BULK 1.
.SEC. 1. Whenever a householder knows that a person within his
family is sick of small pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria or typhoid fever, he
shall immediately give notice thereof to the Board of Health, under a penalty not exceeding ten dollars.
SEC. 2. AVhen a physician knows that a person whom he is called
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•upon to treat, is sick of any of the diseases named in Section 1, and in case
of the death of any person from a n y of said diseases, he shall immediately
notify the Board of Health, under a penalty of ten dollars.
SEC. 3. The attending physician in charge of persons sick with
typhoid fever, shall direct all alvine evacuations to be thoroughly disinfected; and the morbid secretions from the throat in persons sicl< with
diphtheria, shall l>e treated iu the same manner. The penalty is rive dollars for each offence.
KULE U.
SEC. 1. It shall he unlawful for any person who has become artecled
with any of the contagious diseases enumerated in Section 1 of Rule 1. or
who has been exposed to or is recovering from such disease, to attend
school, ehureh or any public g a t h e r i n g , or to mingle iu society in any way,
until such person is no lunger liable to communicate such disease, under a
penalty of not more than rive nor less than one dollar.
SEC. 2. Public funerals are strictly prohibited for any person who
has died of small pox. diphtheria or scarlet fever.
SEC. 3. Xo pupil shall be allowed to attend the public schools of
the city who has not been vaccinated, under a penalty of one dollar for
each offence.
SEC. 4. Whenever public vaccination shall be deemed necessary by
the city government, as provided by R. S. Chap. 14, See. ;;:>, it shall ladone under direction of the Board of Health.
RULE H I .
Xo person shall occupy, lease to. or permit any other person to occupy, any building as a dwelling-house, unless such building is supplied
with water closets or privies and vaults, anil so constructed that none of
their contents may escape to contaminate the adjacent earth, or be exposed
to the light. Xo person shall erect such place of easement at such a point,
or use and maintain it in such a manner that it becomes offensive or injurious to others. P r o p e r deodorizers or disinfectants shall be used at all
times, to prevent fermentation. All privy vaults shall be cleared out and
disinfected at least once a year, not later than the fifteenth of May. The
penalty for each offence is not more than ten dollars.
R U L E IV.
Suitable drains and sewers shall be constructed for conveying sink
water, or any other liquid that may b y exposure become putrid and offensive, from all buildings—whether occupied as dwelling-houses or places of
business, when perfect drainage is not otherwise had—to the public sewer,
whenever there shall be one withiu one hundred feet. If no public sewer
should be within reach, then such liquids must be conveyed away and disposed of iu such manner that they may not pollute the water of any spring
or well by saturating the earth in their vicinity; and if such refuse matter
•or sewage be collected in hogsheads, cisterns, or other receptacles, they
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shall be frequently emptied, and at all times be deodorized and disinfected
thoroughly, so as not to disturb the comfort or endanger the health of any
person living near. No drain shall be so constructed as to discharge its
contents, or flow upon the premises of another. The fine for each offence
is not more than live dollars.
RULE V.
The collection of refuse matter in or around the immediate vicinity
of anv dwelling-house or place of business, such as swill, waste of meat,
fish or shells, bones, decaying vegetables, dead carcasses, excrement, or
any kind of offal that may decompose and generate bacteria or unhealthy
gases and thus' affect the purity of the air, shall be considered the worst
kind of nuisance, and must be removed or disposed of either by burial,
burning or conversion into fertilizers, and in such manner that it may not
be offensive to the neighborhood wherever located, under a penalty not exceeding five dollars.
R I L E VI.
The crowding of tenement houses will receive the special attention
of the Board of Health, as one of the most prolific sources of contagious
disease. Owners of such property, where cases of over-crowding are
found, will be duly notified, and disregarding such notice, the case will be
dealt with according to law and the penalty for each offence is not more
than twenty dollars.
R I L E VII.
Swine kept within that portion of Augusta to which these rules'apply, must be kept in such place and manner as not to be offensive to the
persons residing in the vicinity; and their pens and yards must be kept
deodorized by the application of dried muck, dry earth, or some other
effective absorbent. The same rule, with regard to deodorization, applies
to horses, cows and other stock. The penalty for each offence shall be not
more than twenty dollars.
RULE VIII.
SEC. 1. No person or persons shall occupy auy building in the
compact part of the city for a slaughter house, nor for such purpose within the city limits, where it is offensive to any portion of the community.
Such slaughter houses will be treated as public nuisances.
SEC. 2. Owners of fish markets must dispose of their offal in such
manner as not to be offensive nor dangerous to health, under a penalty of
not more than five dollars.
RULE IX.
The sale of decayed meats, fruit or vegetables is prohibited, under a
penalty of not more than five dollars.
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RULE X.
Rules I to III, both inclusive, apply to the entire City of Augusta,
and also Rules V and IX. Rules IV, VI, VII and VIII, apply only to the
compact portions of the city, or such portions as receive the benefits of the
letter carrier system and places contiguous thereto,"
Agreeably to instructions from the Mayor, the Secretary <>t' the
Board of Health caused the above Ordinances to be printed and
freely circulated throughout the city. The Secretary also caused to
be published in the various city newspapers, extracts from the Revised Statutes relating to health, followed by a request to persons
having knowledge of a violation of such statutes, to report the same
to him in writing.
At the meeting May loth. Messrs. li. 15. Capen and Hiram Reed
were appointed a committee to examine the sewerage system of the
city, and to report the results of their investigation at the next meeting of the Hoard. This committee made a careful examination and
submitted an elaborate report which was accepted by the Hoard, and
by the Secretary transmitted to the City Council agreeably to a vote
of the Board. This report is as follows :
''That the subject of drainage is of vital importance in considering the
matter of public health, is so universally recognized as to admit of no debate. That improper facilities or the entire absence of any facilities for
drainage is the most fruitful source of all typhoid and pulmonary diseases,
goes without saying.
The soil absorbs moisture from the air and secretes the rainfall, forming
what is termed ground-water. Where there are proper facilities, this
ground water moves slowly toward the sea by the nearest and most natural
water courses. Where these courses are obstructed the water is held in
suspense, becoming stagnant and foul, and dealing out disease and death in
profusion.
It is deleterious in two great directions : First, it is in itself the most direct agent in the production of consumption and other throat and lung
diseases, and it gives rise to conditions the most favorable to the reception
and maintenance of typhoid diseases, cholera, diphtheria, scarlet fever and
the like. Dr. Bow-ditch, a very eminent authority, asserts that dampness
in the soil is the primary cause of consumption in New England. The
best (iermau authorities assert that typhoid fevers are due largely to the
same cause ; so that water in the soil may be regarded as one of the most
fruitful causes of those diseases most to be dreaded.
Another source, equal in its importance and in its danger, is the decay of
vegetable and animal matter at or near the surface of the soil. As stagnant ground water holds such matter in suspense and contributes more
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than a n y t h i n g else to its decay, especially if the level of the water is subject to variation, the two subjects are very closely related and may be considered together under the head of drainage.
The less the porosity of the soil, the greater the d a n g e r ; and in clayey
lands where the surface water remains standing, subject to variations with
the varying rainfall and evaporation, ordinary diseases may be assumed tobe frequent, and epidemic diseases will find the readiest foothold. This
danger is increased many fold by emptying upon such soil, slops, swill,
sink-drainage, and other offal.
Investigations in the city of Xew York in 1872, show conclusively, that
in an epidemic of diphtheria, the disease was far more prevalent on t h e
sites of old water-courses and basins, whose drainage had been stopped fiy
filling.
Statistics in the "Cyclopedia of the Practice of Medicine," show
that in all towns and cities where a good system of drainage has been established, the death rate has been reduced from 5 to 20 per cent., and statistics from towns in this country and in E n g l a n d , show t h a t in many cases
the number of deaths from consumption and epidemic diseases has been
reduced in a much larger proportion. Most certainly the interests of common humanity as well as the vital, politic and commercial interest of t h e
community, and the instinct of self-preservation, demand attention to this
matter.
The prevalence of cholera in other countries and the appearance of
plagues in certain localities in this country, notably in the stricken town of
Plymouth, where almost a third of the inhabitants have been prostrated'
by a disease extremely fatal in its nature and traceable directly to defective drainage, have awakened the people to an interest in this matter, and
it seems a fitting time to take some decided action.
The remedies are found in providing a ready means of drainage, using
caution in the matter of drinking only pure and uncontaminated water,,
and extreme care in the matter of t h r o w i n g swill, slops aud offal promiscuously around. In these matters much should be done both by the city and'
by individuals. It is a sad b u t an indisputable fact t h a t this city, situated'
as well for drainage as any in the country, is one of the poorest drained;
due to the small interest awakened on the subject, and to the lack of s y s tem in the small amount of work done in this direction. Were it not for
the fact that nature has provided a liberal natural drainage in the frequent
gullies and water courses, it is probable t h a t the city would have long agobecome a hot-lied of diseases.
As these water courses become choked and filled up, and as the populous
portions of the city extend over places t h a t were once bogs and swamps,
and as infectious diseases begin to develop, the interest in the subject of
drainage becomes paramount.
As illustrations, a few of the most palpable instances may be c i t e d : I n
the vicinity of Melville. Chapel and Sewall streets there was once a pond.
This has been filled up and built upon without any suitable drainage being
provided, and as a result the soil is continually wet with s t a g n a n t and foul
water, the drainage and offal of places a little higher are poured upon t h e
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soil, small and short sewers empty their foul, poisonous matter on the surface, and fevers and other diseases are proverbially prevalent. On Winthrop street, near the old Cushnoc House and the stables was another frog
pond. Small and imperfect drains were once built, b u t many of them
have become Useless and cellars are wet, water frequently stands to quite
a depth under the stables, the drainage of seve.ral houses has no outlet,
that of a number of others is poured out on the surface and goes trickling
down the hill by the roadside, polluting the air of the whole neighborhood.
Back of the Old Fort is a basin in which the n a t u r a l slope of the land has
for many years concentrated the sewage and offal of quite a large section
of territory. Stagnant water, saturated with the very essence of filth,
stands there during a large portion of the w a r m weather, and no better
feeding place for disease could be found. On Bridge street, between Chestnut and Spring, is a short section of a sewer lying open to the sun, t h o u g h
both ends of it are well covered. At the corner of Oak and Flagg streets
is the mouth of a small sewer which might with a few hours labor and at a
trifling expense be sunk and trapped.
A complete system of drainage should be at once inaugurated and pushed
as rapidly as can be done consistently. A rigid code of laws enacted,
compelling abuttors to connect their drains with sewers, and other sanitary
measures adopted. Sewers should be arranged for the removal of offal
and the escape of ground and surface water. The mouths of all sewers
should be carefully trapped to prevent the escape of sewer gas, and in
times of continued drouth, all sewers thoroughly washed out by means of
the fire engines or otherwise, at least once a week.
Various circumstances combine to render the present a fitting time to
move in the matter of building sewers. The county commissioners, and
nearly or quite every abuttor on the AVinthrop street section, are willing
and anxious to contribute liberally to the construction of a sewer from the
vicinity of the Cushnoc House to the railroad crossing, where a sewer already exists, running to the river. The abuttors are equally ready to aid
in the construction of a sewer down the natural course from the Melville
street basin. Perhaps a system of assessments for betterments might be
established, for certainly any building lot on the course of such a sewer
would be worth many hundreds of dollars more for its construction, and it
would afford greatly increased comfort and safety to the occupants, and
thus incidentally benefit the whole community.
In the matter of drinking water, it should be carefully seen to that all
wells or cisterns are thoroughly cleansed, and that no eesspool or privy
vault is so situated t h a t its t i t r a t i o n s can possibly reach the drinking
water. Filth of this nature will permeate and pollute the earth for a long
distance if the natural slope of the land takes it in the right direction.
The public reseivoirs should be kept scrupulously free from filth and surface water, and if water is pumped from the river, it should be taken from
a point above the city and above the mouth of Bond Brook, into which,
near its mouth, empty directly a very great number of privies, sink drains
and other outlets of filth.
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We very strongly urge upon the city government, the necessity of immediate action in the matter of building sewers and the appointment of a
committee to ascertain the probable cost and the available contributions or
betterments, and we specially urge that whatever work is done in this direction, be done; with a view to a system to be perfected at some future
time.''
It may be proper to state here that since the above report was
submitted to the City Council, a substantial sewer has been constructed down winthrop street to the railroad crossing, with which
the county buildings and some private dwellings have connected, so
that the drainage in this vicinity has been much improved. Another
sewer has been constructed across the premises of Dr. J. O. Webster, from State to and connecting with the city sewer on Green
street. These two sewers are permanent improvements, and it is
hoped that a certain amount of such work, the more the better, may
lie done each year, until the entire city proper shall be property
drained. The piece of drain south of the Kennebec Journal building extending from the street to the river, which was very offensive
last season, should be looked after early this spring.
The Board held seven meetings between the 7th day of May and
the 26th day of September. As the City Ordinance makes the Secretary of the Board its executive officer, complaints were generally
made lo and were attended to by him. but on several occasions the
Board as such, visited localities that needed looking after and advised with the Secretary as to what course had best be adopted. In
addition, many verbal complaints were made to ditt'erent members of
the Board, more especially to Mr. Hiram Reed, whose duties in
another sphere kept him much upon the street, and many causes of
complaint were removed through their interference, of which no
record was made
The last meeting of the Board holden on the 2Gth of September,
was made necessary by the prevalence of small pox in some parts of
Canada and the Maritime Provinces, and the iminent danger of its
transfer to this State and city. At this meeting, the following address was adopted, with instructions to forward the same to the
Mayor of the city :
" T " the Honorable George E. Weeks, Mayor of

Augusta:

In view of the prevalence of small pox in the neighboring Province of Quebec, and in view of the fact that the Canadian residents
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of this city, in visiting their friends in Canada, or in receiving visits
from their friends are liable to contract the terrible disease, by which
liability the public health is endangered, the Board of Health of this
city respectfully recommend that the City Physician, having secured
the co-operation of the Superintendent of the Edwards Manufacturing Corapanv, be directed to vaccinate all the French residents of
the city, and that he be allowed a reasonable compensation lor such
service, to be paid by the c i t y . "
This suggestion was favorably acted upon, and so far as was
practicable, was carried out by the City Physician. Efforts were
also made for the vaccinnation of the school children throughout the
city, and these efforts in ;i great measure, were successful, though
the enforcement of the laws in this regard, was resisted by some, as
was to be expected. The City Physician reported to the Hoard that
he had vaccinated in all. five hundred and fifteen persons at the city's
expense, of whom 26$ were native school children, and 247 French.
No bad results, so far as is known, have followed any case of vaccination in the city. Happily, through energetic and intelligent action of the State Board of Health, seconded by the managers of our
railways, by our frontier residents and by the lumbering and other
great business interests, the threatened danger passed us by and left
us practically intact.
Complaints in writing were made to the Secretary during the season bv forty-eight persons, all of which received due attention.
Several complaints were made by anonymous persons, to which no
attention was paid. A few of these complaints related to matters
over which the Board of Health has no direct control, such as defective street drainage, and such cases could only be referred to the
City Council. A majority of the complaints related to neglected
privy vaults, surface sink drains, fonl pig-pens, neglected stables
and fermenting offal. The delinquent parties were sometimes notified by letter and sometimes in person, and as a rule, were very
prompt in removing the cause of complaint. In the performance of
his delicate duties, with one or two exceptions, the Secretary has received the most courteous treatment, which he takes this occasion to
acknowledge. As a general thing, when parties were informed that
complaints had been made against their premises, though frequently
appearing surprised and not admitting the reasonableness of such
complaint, and defending themselves by making counter-charges,
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they took immediate steps to remedy the evil complained of. Tn
this, as in every other city, there are residents who do not understand the importance of sanitary regulations. As an illustration of
this, a vault was complained of as being offensive to the neighbors,
and the party responsible for it on being visited by the Secretary,
expressed great sunrise, remarking that the vault was thoroughly
cleaned out only two years before. There is another class of citizens who contend that they can keep their own premises in such
manner as suits them, and no one has a right to interfere. It has
been the aim of the Board, by the distribution of the City Ordinances relating to public health, and by other means, to correct such
erroneous impressions, and to show the importance of cleanliness as
a preventive of contagious diseases.
The city of Augusta has been settled nearly a century and a half,
and up to this time there is comparatively little artificial drainage.
The conformation of the land is such as to make drainage uncommonly easy, and nature itself has done much for us in this direction.
But there are places in the thickly settled portions of the city, where
stagnant water, loaded down with decomposed animal and vegetable
matter may be found during much of the summer season, and in
times of severe drouth, where the water has dried out, these pestiferour localities are the lurking places of diseases of the deadliest character. There is no doubt that to the salubrity of our climate and
the general healthiness of our situation which have tended to counteract in some degree the recognized results of bad drainage, we
owe our comparative immunity from diseases of a contagious or infectious character. And it is equally certain that the cases of
typhoid fever, diphtheria and kindred diseases, more or less of which
we have every year, are attributable either to our defective diainage
or to a violation of the laws of health in respect to cleanliness. The
earth is a great deodorizer and disinfectant, but its capacity in this
respect, in any given locality, is limited. When the surface soil becomes overcharged with foul matter, the poison works downward,
and in time our deepest well-s are infected and the water becomes
unfit for use. The efforts of the earth, however, are in the direction of self-purification when permitted to do so, and if decomposed
animal and vegetable matter, except what the surface soil can retain, is removed by drainage or otherwise, the poison will, in time,
be washed out, and the water in our wells again becomes wholesome.
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It is only by good drainage in the future that the sins of a century
can be blotted out.
There has been no prevailing sickness in the city during the past
year. Eleven cases of scarlatina have been reported, all, except
one, of a mild type, and thirteen cases of diphtheria. Of the latter, three cases were reported as quite severe, but no deaths have
occurred from this cause, and only one from scarlatina. No case of
typhoid fever has been reported. As not all the physicians practicing in the city, have made reports, it is quite probable that there
have been cases other than those given above. We trust that physicians who are general^ - foremost in having boards of health established, as well as in other humanitarian efforts, and who are more
interested than any other class in vital statistics, will not withhold
facts which they are by law required to transmit, and which constitute the chief source of information to the Board, concerning the
prevalence of contagious diseases. The law makes this neglect a
penal offence ; but if it were not so, physicians should have sufficient personal and professional interest in the subject to make the
required reports.
The report of the Superintendent of Burials shows that the number of deaths in the city during the past year was in the neighborhood of one hundred and sixteen. One hundred and four were reported to him, and be thinks about a dozen were not reported. The
list is contained in his report. It will be noticed that a large per
cent, died from chronic diseases, and more than one-fourth of the
whole number from affection of the lungs. The only death from
contagious or infectious disease was a tyyhoid fever case, which
some physicians neglected to report to the Board of Health. The
report of the Superintendent of Burials, as a whole, shows that the
death rate in this city for the year was small, and that the fatal cases
of acute disease were remarkably few in number. " T h e old must
die," and more or less of all ages are annually carried off by various
diseases with the best of sanitary management, but that contagious
diseases of a malignant character, which sometimes make such fearful havoc in our cities and larger towns, are largely due to bad drainage and uncleanly habits, no one who has investigated the subject
can for a moment doubt.
The circumstance which a year ago, called into existence in its
present foim, the Augusta Board of Health, was the fear of an invasion by the cholera. Happily, it did not come, and let us hope
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that the fears which many entertain of a visitation of this terrible
disease at no distant clay, are groundless. But because it may
come, it is the part of wisdom to set our houses in order. Indeed,
if it never comes, there are other fatal diseases to which we are always exposed, and every candid mind must admit that this work of
enforcing more stringent sanitary regulations in our beautiful city,
has been begun none too early. There is to be no essential change
in the make up of the Hoard of Health during the coming year, and
as in the past, it will be our effort to disseminate useful knowledge
bearing upon the subject of hygiene, and of sanitary means for the
preservation of health. At the same time, we shall take cognizance
of all violations of the City Ordinances relating to the public health,
which may be reported.to us in writing by responsible persons.
We shall pursue the policy of last year, to avoid prosecutions when
the desired ohjects can be attained by other and inilder means, but
the cases of open and persistent violators of the law will certainly
be passed over to the City Solicitor. In the performance of the
duties imposed upon us by the laws of the State and the Ordinances
of the city, which is a gratuitous service by all the members of the
Board except the Secretary, and his compensation is entirely inadequate to the duties required and expected of him. we respectfully
ask the co-operation of the City Council, of the medical profession
of the city of all schools, and of the citizens of Augusta generally.
Respectfully

MARCH 31, 1886.

submitted,
G E O . w. M A R T I N , Pres.
wM. B. L A P H A M , Sec.
W SCOTT H I L L ,
R. B. C A P E N ,
HIRAM REED,
Members of the Board.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
LITHGOW LIBRARY.

To the Mayor and Aldermen
Augusta :

and Common

Council of the City of

The trustees of the Lithgow Library and Reading Room, respectfully submit a brief history of the foundation of the library and of
its present condition.
The late Llewellyn W. Lithgow, who was for many years one of
our most respected citizens, died in lK.si, leaving by his will a specific legacy of §20,000, to the city of Augusta in trust upon the
following conditions,- viz. : '-This devise is made for the express
purpose of creating a fund of §20,000, to be known as the LITHGOW
LIBRARY AND READING ROOM fund, only the interest of which is to be

used in establishing and maintaining a public library in said city of
Augusta for the use of the citizens thereof."
The library was to be subject to such regulations as the city government should provide. The principal of the fund was always to
be kept good by the city, and if the trust should lie accepted upon
the conditions named, the vote of acceptance must be filed with his
Executors within two years of his decease. By a subsequent clause
in the will, the town of Dresden and the city of Augusta are made
residuary legatees. The will having been established by the Probate Court and the city notified of the bequest by the Executors, a
meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen was held August 1, 18*1, at
which the city government "gratefully recognizing the generous
purposes of the bequest and the liberality of the donor," voted to
accept the legacy upon the conditions thereof, and the City Clerk,
on the 12th of August filed with the Executors the requisite copy
of the vote of acceptance.
Prior to the 6th of December the
legacy of $20,000 was paid by the Executors to the City Treasurer,
and on that day the following proceedings were had respecting the
establishment, care and management of the library.
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The following ordinance relative to the Lithgow Library fund was
passed to be ORDAINED :

" S E C . 1. The management, care and control of the Public Library and Heading Room, founded by the liberal bequest of the late
Llewellyn VV Lithgow, shall be vested in a Board of Trustees,
which shall be established as follows:
Said Hoard shall consist of five members, of which number the
Mayor of the city shall lie fx-oificio one. and the rest shall be appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, and shall hold iheir offices for
three years, except that the executors or representative of the estate
of said Lithgow may appoint'one of t h e m ; and that at the first
election one of the remaining three shall be elected for one year, one
for two years, and one for three years. Vacancies in the Board
may be tilled by the Mayor and Aldermen.
Si;c •_'. Said Board of Trustees shall prescribe the rules and
regulation under which said Library and Reading room may be
used, and do all things needful to protect, preserve and take care of
the same. They shall have authority to use the income that shall
accrue from the bequest, and such sums as shall from time to time
be appropriated by the city for the purpose of making the requisite
purchases Cor said Library and Reading Room, anil in providing accommodations therefor, and for any deficiency in the expense of
taking care of the same.
SEC. 3. The city of Augusta consents to receive in trust, the
twenty thousand dollars already paid by said Lithgow's Executors to
the Treasurer, and to pay therefor the interest thereon at the rate of
five per cent, per annum in semi-annual payments perpetually to
said Board of Trustees, for the purpose aforesaid, under the provisions of Chapter !•, of the laws of 1873. And the Treasurer shall
give the obligation of the city of Augusta, to said Board of Trustees, to make such payments, and said Board shall have the necessary power to enforce the same.
SEC. 4. The city will carry out the known purposes of said
Lithgow as far as it may have the power to do so, that all such sums
as it may hereafter receive from said estate, shall be applied to the
enlargement and sustaining of said Library and Reading Room, and
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in providing accommodations therefor. This ordinance having had
tw> several readings was passed to be ordained."
At a meeting of the M a j o r and Aldermen held on the 27th of
December, 18.S1, the following persons were elected Trustees, viz. :
J . Manchester Haynes for three years, Win, R. Smith for two years,
H. M. Heath for one year, and J . W. Bradbury was announced by
the Mayor as '.he person selected by the executors of the Lithgow
estate.
The Board of Trustees met Feb. 13. 1NS2, and organized by the
choice of a President, Secretary, Treasurer and Auditor. Committees were appointed to prepare a code of by-laws, to prepare a
schedule of books to be purchased, and to confer with the Augusta
Literary and Library Association, and see on what terms they will
transfer their Library to the Trustees.
At a meeting of the Board of Trustees on the 10th of J u n e . 1N.S2.
Mr. Smith, who had been appointed to confer with the Augusta Literary and Library Association, reported a proposition by that as*ociation to transfer its library, cases and furniture upon the conditions that the Lithgow Library shall assume the payment of its debts,
and give to its members the right during life to take books Irom its
library, without further payment, subject to the general regulations
thereof. This proposition was accepted by the Board of Trustees,
and the liability for said debts, amounting to about &4(>0, was assumed. By this arrangement our library obtained a very consideiable number of books that had been carefully selected, constituting a
good nucleus for a library, that had cost the small number of menibers of the association from two to three thousand dollars.
The committee appointed for the purpose made a purchase of new
books, and these added to those received by the before named transfer, enabled the trustees to open the Lithgow Library for public use,
on the 1st of October, 1882. Since that time it has gone on increasing in public favor, patronage and utility to the present time.
The library is kept open every secular afternoon, from 2 to G o'clock,
and on Saturday evening from G to 9 o'clock. A fee of one dollar
per annum is required for the right to take books from the library.
The right to use the books for reading in the library room is extended to all the citizens of the city. Nothing can afford more satisfactory evidence of the value of Mr. Lithgow's benefaction than to
visit the room on some afternoon and see the number of young persons
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intently employed in reading, and the numbers that come in to re~
turn the books the}' have read and take out others. The trustees,
have added to the library by new purchases, until the whole number
of volumes is a little short of live thousand. While we have a fair
proportion of the standard works in literature, science, history,
biography and poetry, the purchasers have to some considerable extent been guided by the necessity of meeting the wants of our
patrons. It is believed that we can now gradually inaugurate the
policy of having a larger portion of the best standard works in the
most desirable solid binding, giving to the libraiy the character and
appearance of one for reference as well as for circulation.
The trustees have felt constrained to exercise great economy in
the management of its affairs, and we have not yet ventured to incur the increased expense of having the library kept open in the
evening. This must ultimately be done if we would carry out fully
the intentions of the donor. It is known that he had a strong desire
that the young men of our city should have provided for them some
better place of resort when on the street in the evening than the
saloons.
Upon examination of the residuary clause in the will, it was
found that the language used was so defective as not to express the
known desire of Mr. Lithgow that the funds received under it should
be employed for the same purpose as the specific legacy. Application was consequently made to the legislature and an act was passed
and approved January 27, 1*83, giving to the city full authority to
apply the receipts under that clause in the will in providing accommodations for, and in enlarging the libraiy. In the same act the
trustees were made a legal organization for the purpose of having
the care, enlargement and management of the library for the city
and the custody and employment of its funds, provided the city
government should signify its assent. This assent was given and
the trustees thereupon became an organized body corporate, and
they have proceeded since that time to act as such. They have the
requisite power to protect the library, manage its affairs under the
direction of the city government, collect and apply its dues and vindicate its rights. The meeting for the election of its officers is held
annually in the month of January.
At the meeting held January 8, 1881, L. C. Cornish was elected.
Secretary, J . W Bradbury, President, W m . R. Smith. Treasurer,
J. Manchester Haynes, Auditor; and Messrs. Haynes, Cornish a n d
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Bradbury, ex-officio, a committee for the purchase of books.
Julia M. Clapp was appointed librarian.
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At a meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen September 28, 1883,
an ordinance adopted reciting the provisions of the ordinance of
December 1, 1851, respecting the application of the receipts under
the residuary clause in the will, and of the act of January 23, 1883,
giving to the city authority to apply such receipts in providing accommodations for and enlarging and maintaining the library, and
concluding as follows :
ORDAINED, " T h a t all such moneys or other property, or the proceeds thereof as shall be received under said residuary clause in
said Lithgow's will, shall be paid by the executors to the treasurer
of the Board of Trustees of said Library and Reading Room, to be
applied and used for library purposes in accordance with said ordinance and act."
This has been done by the city treasurer, and the account of the
treasurer of the trustees on the f)th of January, 1881, showed the
receipt of 88,138.38, under the residuary clause of the will. This
fund, which is on interest in the savings bank, will be increased by
the net amount of one-half of the real estate of said Lithgow that
remains undisposed of. A considerable amount will be required for
the erection of a Libraiy building so soon as the present accommodations shall be found inadequate. For the steady growth of the
library there will be need of some addition to the income, and it is
Loped that some portion of the residuary receipts may be saved for
that purpose after meeting the cost of the building. It is also important that this should be supplemented by the countenance and
encouragement of our citizens by the contribution of valuable books
or of money. The example of Mr. Lithgow appeals for imitation.
The city has been called upon to add only $500 from its own treasury to the income of the endowment fund in bringing the library into its present condition. The report of Miss Clapp, the efficient
librarian, shows that January 1, 1881, the number of volumes constituting the library, exclusive of public documents, was 4,681.
The amount received from subscribers, & c , in 1885, was $382.
The number of books taken out by subscribers in the year, was 16,691. These figures will give some idea of what has been accomplished in so short a time since the opening of the library and the
8
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favor with which it is regarded. Several of the leading periodicals
are taken and placed on the table for the perusal of our citizens.
We are glad to be able to assure our fellow citizens that the library is in good condition, is doing a good work, and is destined, with
good management, to become an increasing!}' useful and valuable
one, worthy of the capital of the State. We cannot estimate the
good that Mr. Lithgow's benefaction has done and will continue to
do through all coming time. His name will ever be associated with
a noble work.
J A M E S W. B R A D B U R Y ,
G E O . E. W E E K S ,
J. MANCHESTER HAYNES,
W. R. S M I T H ,
L E S L I E C. C O R N I S H .
AUGUSTA,

Feb.

16,

1886.

CITY O F A U G U S T A .
I N BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 1

March 15, 1886.

j

Ordered, That the report of the Trustees of the Lithgow Library
and Reading Room be printed in connection with the City Reports,
provided the charge for composition, paper and press-work shall be
pro rata, according to the proposal for printing the City Reports, as
reported by the committee on printing.

CITY AUDITOR'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor,
City oj Augusta:

Aldermen

and Common

Council of

the

GENTLEMKN: In accordance with Chapter 9, Section 6 of City
Ordinances, I have the honor to submit the following report as
Auditor for the year ending March 13, 1886 :
The appropriations for the year 1885, aggregate $99,102.64.
The tax assessed was $99,724.93, consisting of 1900 poll taxes at
$3.00 each, and a property tax of $94,(124.93, assessed on a valuation of $4,760,756, at 19J mills on a dollar. To this is added a
supplementary tax of $27.73.
The T a x C< l e t t e r has received and paid to the Treasurer i h ; following s u m s :
Taxes of 18t0
1881
Interest on same

$10 47
$68 12
7 95
$76 07

Taxes for 1882
Interest on same

$506 81
51 48
$558 29

Taxes for 1883
Interest on same

$2,564 92
241 50
$2,«06 42

Taxes for 1884
Interest on same

$6,823 52
267 26
$7,090 78

Taxes for 1885
Interest on same

$8 5,714 02
24 99
$83 739 01

Total receipts of taxes and interest. .

$94,281 04
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The amount of taxes committed to him
for 1885, was
$99,724 93
The amount of supplementarv taxes for
1885, was
27 7 3
The amount of taxes uncollected for 1880,
was
68 56
The amount of taxes uncollected for 1881,
was
366 83
The amount of taxes uncollected for 1882,
was
1,335 13
The amount of taxes uncollected for 1883,
was
4,603 82
The amount of taxes uncollected for 1884,
was
12,901 64
T h e amount of interest collected
593 18
Total to be accounted for

$119,621 82

Cash collected and paid to Treasurer
$94,281 04
Discounts on taxes of 1885
5,190 36
Abatements
1,340 54
Non-resident taxes returned to Treasurer
as unpaid
320 03
Uncollected taxes now in his hands, 1880,
49 09
"
"
"
1881,
286 66
"
1882,
742 50
1883,
1,760 06
1884,
5,203 44
'•
"
«
1885, 10,448 10
$119,621 82
The Treasurer had in his hands, March 14,
1885
He has received from the collector
"
"
temporary loans,
"
"
cemetery l o t s . . .
"
"
tax deeds
"
"
poor department
(refunded)
He has received from State of Maine
school fund
'.

$469
94,281
18,700
265
135

89
04
00
00
16

475 68
3,504 11
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He has received from State of Maine railroad and telegraph tax
He has received from State of Maine High
School fund
He has received from State of Maine pensions
He has received from Executor Lithgow
estate
He has received from Lithgow estate, land
sold
He has received from Kennebec Co. fees..
"
"
on account sewers
"
"
from'all other s o u r c e s . . .

$2,111 36
250 00
1,035 00
7,532 38
900
1,127
762
1,059

00
49
50
84

Total to be accounted for
He has paid out under the
City officers' salaries, $351
Contingent,
291
Cony High School,
994
Fire Department,
715
Highways East. Dist.
6
West. Dist.
51
Interest,
1,412

$132,609 45

appropriations of 1884, as follows :
09
Lighting streets,
173
92
Police,
68
03
Poor department,
1,051
47
Printing,
431
00
Snow bills,
417
15
49
$5,964

Under the appropriations of 1885, he has paid :
Bridge repairs
$421 57
City officers' salaries
5,357 40
Contingent
3,469 42
Cony High School
'.
3,096 41
County tax
7,101 40
Fire Department
1,672 13
Highways Eastern District
3,512 84
Western
"
4,016 89
Interest
13,632 87
Lighting streets
2,796 07
Lithgow Library
8,432 38
Permanent improvements
2,823 01
Police
2,518 25
Temporary loans
25,000 00
Poor departments
5,496 01
Printing
163 31

41
00
53
86
92
—
87
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Reduction of city debt
Snow bills, Eastern District
Western "
State pensions
State tax
Suburban schools
T a x deeds
Williams School District
Village
"

$2,000
824
964
1,035
19,401
2,903
471
1,925
5,010

00
86
81
00
24
38
68
12
09

Total disbursements on 1885 business,

$124,046 14

Deducting from this amount, loaus
$25,000 00
State pensions paid b}' State
1,035 00
Highways (use of team transferred to Fire
Department)
500 00
Tax^deeds
471 68
Poor department, paid back liy towns, &c.
547 54
School money. & c , from State
3,754 11
Lithgow estate, ree'd from executors, & c ,
8,432 38
Sewers, ree'd from abutters
762 50
Kennebec county fees
1,127 49
Railroad^and telegraph tax
2,111 36
Total deducted.
$43,742
Leaving amounts paid under appropriations for 1885
$80,304
Total for Treasurer to account for
$132,609
Disbursed on 1884 business
$5,964 87
1885
"
$124,046 14
Cash on hand March 13, 1886
2,598 44
$132,609

06
08
45

45

The accounts with the several appropriations for each year are as
follows :
ACCOUNTS FOR THE Y E A R
CITY

1884.

OFFICERS.

Undrawn March 14, 1885, as per Auditor's report
Paid since
Overdrawn

$97 50
188 59
$91 09
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CONTINGENT.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$495 90
291 92

Balance undrawn

$203 98
CONY

HIGH

SCHOOL.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$978 69
994 03

Overdrawn

$15 34
FIRK

DEPARTMENT.

Overdrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

76 25
715 47

Overdrawn

$7,91 72
HIGHWAYS,

EASTERN

DISTRICT.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$154 28
6 00

Undrawn

$148 28
HIGHWAYS WESTERN

DISTRICT.

Overdrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

559 09
51 15

Total overdrawn

$610 24

IMPROVEMENTS ON POOR F A R M .

Undrawn March 14, 1885

$132 64
INTEREST.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$2,293 10
1,412 49

Undrawn

$880 61
LIGHTING

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since
Undrawn

STREETS.

$353 17
173 41
$179 76
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PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Undrawn March 14, 1885

$795 92
POLICE.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$578 33
68 00

Undrawn

$510 33
POOR

DEPARTMENT.

Overdrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

.-.

Overdrawn

40 40
1,051 53

•.- $1,091 93
PRINTING.

Undrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$195 80
431 86

Overdrawn

$236 06
SNOW B I L L S .

Overdrawn March 14, 1885
Paid since

$1,085 45
417 92

Overdrawn
Total overdrawn
" undrawn

- ....

Net overdrawn

$1,488 23

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR
BRIDGE

1885.

REPAIRS.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$500 00
421 57

Balance undrawn

$78 43
CITY

OFFICERS.

Appropriation
Received from County (Marshal's fees)
"
"
(Judge's fees)
Paid during the year
Balance undrawn

$1,503 37
$4,339 75
2,851 52

$5,000
338
789
5,357

00
36
13
40

$770 09
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CONTINGENT.

Appropriation
Railroad and telegraph tax
, Paid during the year

$3,000 00
2,111 3&
3,469 42

Balance undrawn

$1,641 94
CONY

HIGH

SCHOOL.

Appropriation
State school money
Paid during the year

$4,000 00
250 00
3,096 41

Balance undrawn

$1,153 59
COUNTY T A X .

Appropriation
Paid M. Rollins, Treasurer
FIRE

$7,101 40
7,101 40DEPARTMENT.

Appropriation
Paid during the 3'ear

$3,000 001,672 13

Balance undrawn
HIGHWAYS,

$1,327 87
EASTERN

DISTRICT.

Use of team for Fire Department
Appropriation
Dressing made by horses
Refunded from roll No. 4
Paid during the year

$250
3,000
9
15
3,512

Overdrawn

00
00
00
00
84

$238 84
HIGHWAYS, WESTERN

DISTRICT.

Appropriation
C. H . Blaisdell, from several persons
Use of team for Fire Department
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$4,000
26
250
4,016

00
50
00
89

$259 61
IMPROVEMENTS ON POOR FARM.

Appropriation

$200 00
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INTEREST.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$19,200 00
13,632 81

Undrawn

$5,567 13
LIGHTING

STREETS.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$2,700 00
2,796 07

Overdrawn

$96 07
PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Appropriation
$2,500 00
Received from Kennebec county on account Winthrop
street sewer
400 00
Received from several persons for same
65 00
Received from Dr. Webster for State street sewer
148 75
"
Miss Dana for same
148 75
Paid during the year
2,823 01
Undrawn

$439 49
POLICE.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$2,500 00
2,518 25

Overdrawn

$18 25
POOR

DEPARTMENT.

Appropriation
Paid back by towns, &c
Paid during the year

$6,000 00
547 54
5,496 01

Undrawn

$1,051 53
PRINTING.

Appropriation
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$400 00
163 31
$236 69
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Appropriation
Paid

$2,000 00
2,000 00
SNOW B I L L S .

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$1,500 00
1,789 67

Overdrawn

$289 67
STATE

TAX.

Appropriation
Paid

$19,401 24
19,401 24
SUBURBAN SCHOOLS.

Apportionment by Supervisor
Paid during the year

$3,074 65
2,903 38

Undrawn

$171 27
VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Apportionment
Paid

$5,010 09
5,010 09
WILLIAMS

Apportionment
Received from tax collector
Paid

SCHOOL DISTRICT.

$1,919 37
5 75
1,925 12

The Treasurer of the Williams District has paid $903.24 on
vouchers, in addition to the above amount. The special district tax
collected and paid out by the Treasurer of Village and Williams
Districts does not appear in these accounts.
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SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS

FOR

1885.

Overdrawn.
Bridge repairs
Citv officers
Contingent
Cony High School
Fire Department
Highways, Eastern District
Western
"
Iomprovements on poor farm
Interest
Lighting streets
Permanent improvements
Police
Poor department
Printing
Snow bills
Suburban schools

Undrawn.
$18 43
770 09
1,641 94
1,153 59
1,327 87

$238 84
259 61
200 00
5,567 13
96 07
439 49
18 25
1,051 53
236 69
289 67
17127
$642 83

Net undrawn

$12,897 64
$12,254 81

Following is the financial standing of the cit} - :
LIABILITIES.

Five per cent, bonds, 1864
Improvement bonds, 1867
Six per cent, bonds. 1875
Coupons now due (about)
St. Mark's Home
Lithgow Library
Due suburban schools
Temporary loans

$8,100
202,800
85,000
4,628
7,000
20,000
827
9,000

00
00
00
50
00
00
94
00
$337,356 44

RESOURCES.

Uncollected taxes
Cash in hands of treasurer
Tax deeds on
Uncollected taxes, 1876
Interest
Rent of armory
Real estate (gravel bank)
Due from county (fees)

file
,

$18,489
2,598
1,621
195
50
50
1,500
300

85
44
29
16
00
00
00
00
$24,804 74

Balance against the city
"
one year ago
Net decrease in one year

$312,551 70
319,040 64
6,488 94

*I add to my predecessor's report of city debt $800, which was inadvertently omitted
from bond account, viz.: Improvement Bonds of 1867, $202,800, instead of $202,000, as
stated in his report.
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I have examined the books of the Treasurer up to close of business Saturday, March 13, and find them neatly and accurately kept
and properly vouched. I have examined and burned coupons
amounting to $13,144.50, and have burned four city bonds, Nos.
75, 76, 77 and 78, 8500 each. I regard the items of taxes of 1876,
and interest, which have been carried in the table of resources for so
many years, as entirely worthless, and the treasurer should be allowed to charge them oft' his books. $4,100 of the loan of 1864 becomes due in July next, and the Sprague Improvement Bonds,
amounting to $202,800, will be due Feb. 15, 1887.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWIN C. DUDLEY, Auditor.

